
AGENDA 
**RESCHEDULED MEETING** 

Municipal Services Committee 
September 16, 2024 

6:30 P.M. – Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call

2. Establishment of Quorum

3. Old Business

4. New Business

a. PZC2024-08 - 620 Maple Lane – James and Elizabeth Green
Involves a petition from James Green requesting the following:
The petition is seeking approval of a variation request from Section 5A-5-9-2(A)(2)(b)(1) of the
City Zoning Code to allow for the construction of a 10-foot by 10-foot shed to be partially within
the public utility easement and located within five feet or the rear lot line. The property is located
within the Single-Family Residence Zoning District (R-2).

b. Resolution - Releasing the Letter of Credit, Instrument No 20006643511, in the amount of $974,992
for the -Darien Heights-2305 Sokol Court-Darien, Il, and accepting a security bond for the
following: 1. One Year Public Improvement Maintenance Security in an amount of $97,499 and 2.
Three Year Native Planting Maintenance Security in an amount of $15,000.

c. Ordinance – Authorizing the disposal of surplus property.

d. Resolution – Accepting a proposal at the unit prices for polyurethane sidewalk raising and curb
sealing from ACME Concrete Raising & Repair in an amount not to exceed $20,300.

e. Resolution - Awarding a contract extension to Yellowstone Landscape Group in an amount not to
exceed $173,215 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 1 and
annual contract.

f. Resolution - Awarding a limited contract to Homer Tree Care, Inc., in an amount not to exceed
$178,750 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 2.

g. Minutes – August 26, 2024 Municipal Services Committee

5. Director’s Report

6. Next scheduled meeting – Monday, October 28, 2024

7. Adjournment



AGENDA MEMO 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

CASE 
PZC2024-08 Variation 

James Green – 620 Maple Lane 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
Petitioner (James Green) seeks approval of a variation request from Section 5A-5-9-2(A)(2)(b)(1) 
of the Darien Municipal Code to allow for the construction of a 10-foot by 10-foot shed to be 
partially within the public utility easement and located within five feet or the rear lot line. The 
property is located within the Single-Family Residence Zoning District (R-2).  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Petitioner: 
Property Owner: 
Property Location: 
PIN Number: 
Existing Zoning: 
Existing Land Use: 
Comprehensive Plan:  
Surrounding Zoning & Uses  

North: 
East:  
South: 
West: 

James Green  
James and Elizabeth Green 
620 Maple Lane 
09-22-407-022
Single-Family Residence Zoning District (R-2)
Detached Single-Family Home
Low Density Residential

Single-Family Residence (R-2); Single-Family 
Single-Family Residence (R-2); Single-Family 
Single-Family Residence (R-2); Single-Family 
Single-Family Residence (R-2); Single-Family 

Size of Property:        0.35 Acres 
Floodplain:         N/A 
Natural Features:        N/A 
Transportation: The petition site gains access from Maple Lane 

via a driveway.  

PETITIONER DOCUMENTS (ATTACHED TO MEMO) 
1) APPLICATION
2) JUSTIFICATION NARRATIVE
3) SITE PLAN
4) PLAT OF SUVEY
5) SIGNED PETITION
6) SHED SPECIFICATIONS
7) SITE PHOTOS

CITY STAFF DOCUMENTS (ATTACHED TO MEMO) 
A. DRAINAGE EVALUATION EMAIL

PLANNING OVERVIEW/DISCUSSION 
The subject property is part of the Hinsbrook Unit #6 Subdivision. The parcel is improved with a 
single-family residence and is fairly flat. The petition site totals 0.35 acres in size and is zoned 
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AGENDA MEMO PZC2024-08 

 

Single-Family Zoning District (R-2). As depicted on the plat survey, an 8.2-foot by 8.2-foot 
detached shed was previously located within the public utility easement with 3.8-foot and 12.5-
foot setbacks from the rear (north) and side (east) property lines respectively. The shed is a 
nonconforming structure due to a portion of it being within the public utility easement and has 
been demolished. The petitioner wishes to construct an 8-foot tall, 10-foot by 10-foot shed in 
approximately the same location. A portion of the proposed shed would be within the public utility 
easement with the same setback of 3.8-feet from the rear property line and an increased setback of 
13.50-feet from the eastern side property line.  
 
Under Section 5A-4-3-1(B) of the Darien Zoning Code, “additions may be made to existing 
nonconforming residential structures, including accessory structures, provided that addition 
extends no further than the existing nonconforming front, side, or rear yard for the lot” and the 
reconstruction, repairing, and rebuilding of a nonconforming building or structure is permitted 
under Section 5A-4-3-1(D).   
 
However, the shed shown on the plat of survey has been completely demolished and the proposed 
shed is larger in size. Therefore, Section 5A-5-9-2(A)(2)(b)(1) of the Darien Zoning Code, “no 
detached accessory building or structure shall be erected, altered, or moved to a within that part of 
a rear yard located within five (5) feet of the rear lot line, or to those portions of the side lot line 
abutting such rear yard, or within any platted easement” would now apply and a variation is 
required.  
 
City Staff have completed a site review and determined that the flow of storm water will not be 
affected by the shed within the easement (see email attached to this memo). Should the governing 
bodies approve the variation request, the property owner shall be responsible to remove the shed 
in the event that utility work will be required within the easement at the property owners’ expense. 
Typical utilities within rear yard easements are the following: 

- Phone, Internet, Cable (AT&T, Comcast, etc.) 
- Electrical Power (Commonwealth Edison) 
- Sewer (DuPage County Sanitary District) 
- Stormwater (City of Darien) 

 
Site Plan Review & Findings of Fact  
City staff has reviewed the petitioner submitted documents. The petitioner submitted a Justification 
Narrative with a detailed description of the project and requested relief, in addition to Findings of 
Fact that would support the application request. As mentioned above, those items are attached to 
this memo along with the proposed plat and site plan. For reference, the criteria the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council votes on for City Variation requests are included below. 
 
Variation Criteria:  
The City may grant variations based on the finding-of-fact that supports the following criteria 
outlined below by the City to be the most relevant to the subject property situation.  

a) The property in question cannot yield a reasonable return if permitted to be used only 
under the conditions allowed by the regulations in the zone.  

b) The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances.  
c) The variation if granted will not alter the essential character of the locality.  
d) Essential Need: The owner would suffer substantial difficulty or hardship and not mere 

inconvenience or a decrease in financial gain if the variation is not granted.  
e) Problem with Property: There is a feature of the property such as slope or shape or 

change made to the property, which does not exist on neighboring properties, which 
3
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makes it unreasonable for the owner to make the proposed improvement in compliance 
with this title. Such feature or change was not made by the current owner and was not 
known to the current buyer at the time of purchase. f) Smallest Solution: There is no 
suitable or reasonable way to redesign the proposed improvements without incurring 
substantial difficulty or hardship or reduce the amount of variation required to make 
such improvements.  

g) Create Neighbor Problem: The variation, if granted, will not cause a substantial  
difficulty, undue hardship, unreasonable burden, or loss of value to the neighboring 

properties.  
h) Create Community Problem: The variation, if granted, may result in the same or similar 

requests from other property owners within the community, but will not cause an 
unreasonable burden or undesirable result within the community.  

i) Net Benefit: The positive impacts to the community outweigh the negative impacts.  
j) Sacrifice Basic Protections: The variation, if granted, will comply with the purposes and 

intent of this title set forth in subsection 5A-1-2(A) of this title and summarized as follows: 
to lessen congestion, to avoid overcrowding, to prevent blight, to facilitate public 
services, to conserve land values, to protect from incompatible uses, to avoid nuisances, 
to enhance aesthetic values, to ensure an adequate supply of light and air, and to protect 
public health, safety, and welfare. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PZC MEETING – 09/04/2024 
The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed this petition at its September 4, 2024 meeting. 
The petitioner was present and answered questions after staff’s introduction of the case. There 
were members of the public in attendance. Staff answered various questions from the Commission 
regarding the nature of the easement and location of the shed within the yard. 
 
Based on testimony and discussion at the meeting, the Planning and Zoning Commission 
made a motion to forward the case with a favorable recommendation to the Municipal 
Services Committee and City Council. The motion passed with a unanimous 7-0 vote.  
 
COMMITEE CONSIDERATION 
As recommended/directed by the Municipal Services Committee.   
 
DECISION MODE 
This item has been placed on the September 16, 2024 City Council agenda for formal 
consideration.  
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Item b 

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 16, 2024 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
Approval of  a resolution releasing the Letter of Credit, Instrument No 20006643511, in the amount 
of $974,992 for the -Darien Heights-2305 Sokol Court-Darien, Il, and accepting a security bond for 
the following: 

1. One Year Public Improvement Maintenance Security in an amount of $97,499
2. Three Year Native Planting Maintenance Security in an amount of $15,000

BACKGROUND 
On August 23, 2022, a Letter of Credit was secured in the amount of $974,992 from Old 
National Bank, attached and labeled as Exhibit A, for specific infrastructure and specific 
establishment of native plantings as they relate to the Dupage County Storm Water Ordinance 
requirements.  On September 6, 2024, the City of Darien accepted the public improvements 
associated with the Darien Heights Development. The City Engineer, see Attached letter labeled 
as Attachment A, and City Staff have conducted a final field inspection and verified there are no 
outstanding issues.   

During this maintenance period the developer is required to maintain securities on file for 
the following: 

1. One Year Public Improvement Maintenance Security in an amount of $97,499 - Expires
September 16, 2025.

2. Three Year Native Maintenance Planting Security in an amount of $15,000-Pending annual
progress reports, the security may be released at a rate of up to $5,000 per year. The Native
Planting maintenance security shall be released on September 16, 2027 upon a final report
for the establishment of the native vegetation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Approval of resolution releasing the Letter of Credit, Instrument No 20006643511, in the amount of 
$974,992 for the -Darien Heights 2305 Sokol Court-Darien, Il, and accepting a security bond for the 
following: 

1. One Year Public Improvement Maintenance Security in an amount of $97,499
2. Three Year Native Planting Maintenance Security in an amount of $15,000

DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the September 16, 2024, City Council Agenda, New Business, for 
formal approval. 
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CHRISTOPHER B. BURKE ENGINEERING, LTD.
9575 W Higgins Road, Suite 600  Rosemont, Illinois 60018-4920  Tel (847) 823-0500  Fax (847) 823-0520 

September 6, 2024 

City of Darian 
1702 Plainfield Road 
Darien, Illinois 

Attention: Dan Gombac 

Subject: 2305 Sokol Court 
Development Security Release and Maintenance Period 
(CBBEL Project No. 950323.H0232) 

Dear: Dan 

As requested, we have prepared this letter to state that we have confirmed that all site 
improvements at the above development are now complete, and we have no objection to the 
site proceeding to the Maintenance Period as detailed in Section 5B-1-9.C of City Code. This 
section provides that the developer shall post a development maintenance security in the 
amount of 10% of the original development security. We also note that the establishment of 
native vegetation in the detention basin requires a three-year maintenance and monitoring 
period to assure a successful establishment of the native vegetation. The Maintenance 
Security may be released at the end of the one-year period if all improvements continue to be 
in good order. The security for native planting maintenance and monitoring may be reduce by 
$5000 each year if sufficient progress is demonstrated in the establishment of the basin. 

The original letter of credit was in the amount of $974,992, therefore the Maintenance Security 
should be in an amount of no less than $97,499. The security for the three-year maintenance 
and monitoring of native plantings in the detention basin shall be in an amount of no less than 
$15,000.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel L. Lynch, PE, CFM 
Vice President, Head Municipal Engineering Department 

Attachment A
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RESOLUTION ________________   

A RESOLUTION RELEASING THE LETTER OF CREDIT, INSTRUMENT NO 
20006643511, IN THE AMOUNT OF $974,992 FOR THE -DARIEN HEIGHTS-2305 
SOKOL COURT-DARIEN, IL, AND ACCEPTING A SECURITY BOND FOR THE 

FOLLOWING: 1. ONE YEAR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT MAINTENANCE SECURITY 
IN AN AMOUNT OF $97,499 AND 2. THREE YEAR NATIVE PLANTING 

MAINTENANCE SECURITY IN AN AMOUNT OF $15,000 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU 

PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1: The City Council of the City of Darien hereby authorizes the release of the 

Letter of Credit, Instrument No 20006643511, in the amount of $974,992 for the -Darien Heights-

2305 Sokol Court-Darien, Il, and accepting a security bond for the following: 1. One Year Public 

Improvement Maintenance Security in an amount of $97,499 and 2. Three Year Native Planting 

Maintenance Security in an amount of $15,000, a copy of which is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval as provided by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

AYES:  

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________ 
    JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

CITY ATTORNEY 
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Item c 

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 16, 2024 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
Approval of an ordinance authorizing the disposal of surplus property. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
Staff is requesting that the following property be declared as surplus property and auctioned using an 
on-line auction service, GovDeals, or disposed of:  

ITEM QUANTITY EXPLANATION 
1 Monitor 1 Broken 
2 HP Color Laserjet 4600 printer 1 Obsolete 
3 Apple iPhone SE 17 Replaced 
4 Apple iPhone plus 4 Replaced 
5 Samsung phone 3 Replaced 
6 iPhone cases – kickstand 10 Replaced 
7 iPhone cases – other (back cover) 2 Replaced 
8 iPhone case – Otterbox 1 Replaced 
9 Computer mouse 1 Broken 

10 Keyboards 2 Broken 
11 HP ProBook 4530s 1 Replaced 
12 Dell Computer 1 Obsolete 

STAFF/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the above be declared surplus property and auctioned using GovDeals or disposed 
of.  

ALTERNATE CONSIDERATION 
As directed. 

DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the September 16, 2024 City Council Agenda for formal approval. 
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CITY OF DARIEN 

DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE 
OF PERSONAL PROPERTY  

OWNED BY THE CITY OF DARIEN 

ADOPTED BY THE 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE 

CITY OF DARIEN 

THIS    16th  DAY OF  September 2024 

Published in pamphlet form by authority 
of the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Darien, DuPage County, Illinois, this 
16th day of September, 2024. 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 

2 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE 
OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

OWNED BY THE CITY OF DARIEN 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of at least three fourths of the corporate authorities of the City 

of Darien, it is no longer necessary or useful, or for the best interests of the City of Darien, to 

retain ownership of the personal property hereinafter described; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Darien 

to sell said personal property at a Public Auction or dispose of said property.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN THE EXERCISE OF ITS HOME RULE 

POWERS, as follows: 

 SECTION 1:   The Mayor and City Council of the City of Darien find that the following 

described personal property, now owned by the City of Darien, is no longer necessary or useful to the 

City of Darien and the best interests of the City of Darien will be served by auctioning it using 

GovDeals or disposing of said property.  

ITEM QUANTITY EXPLANATION 
1 Monitor 1 Broken 
2 HP Color Laserjet 4600 printer 1 Obsolete 
3 Apple iPhone SE 17 Replaced 
4 Apple iPhone plus 4 Replaced 
5 Samsung phone 3 Replaced 
6 iPhone cases – kickstand 10 Replaced 
7 iPhone cases – other (back cover) 2 Replaced 
8 iPhone case – Otterbox 1 Replaced 
9 Computer mouse 1 Broken 

10 Keyboards 2 Broken 
11 HP ProBook 4530s 1 Replaced 
12 Dell Computer 1 Obsolete 

SECTION 2:  The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to sell the aforementioned 

personal property, now owned by the City of Darien.  Items will be auctioned using GovDeals or 

disposing of said property. 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 
 
 

 3 

 SECTION 3:   This Ordinance and each of its terms shall be the effective legislative act of a 

home rule municipality without regard to whether such Ordinance should (a) contain terms contrary to 

the provisions of current or subsequent non-preemptive state law, or (b) legislate in a manner or 

regarding a matter not delegated to municipalities by state law. It is the intent of the corporate 

authorities of the City of Darien that to the extent that the terms of this Ordinance should be 

inconsistent with any non-preemptive state law, that this Ordinance shall supersede state law in that 

regard within its jurisdiction. 

 SECTION 4:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

approval as provided by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this      16th    day of       September 2024 

AYES:    

NAYS:    

ABSENT:   

 APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, this  16th    day of    September, 2024 
 

  
                                                                                     JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:    
 
        
       JOANNE RAGONA, CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
        
 CITY ATTORNEY 
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Item d 

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 16, 2024 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
A resolution accepting a proposal at the unit prices for polyurethane sidewalk raising and curb 
sealing from ACME Concrete Raising & Repair in an amount not to exceed $20,300. 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
Staff is tasked annually with identifying and marking sidewalk squares that need replacement. 
Typical replacement consists of replacing vertical mismatches starting at approximately ¾ of an 
inch. An alternative method to removing and replacing sidewalk labs is referred to as Polyurethane 
Concrete Raising aka/mudjacking and was introduced in the 1980’s. 

Mudjacking involves pumping what is usually a mix of mud and dirt underneath a sunken concrete 
surface to lift it back up to where it’s supposed to be. This approach adds additional weight to the 
underlying soil, which can result in the concrete resettling.  Polyurethane Concrete Raising process 
also referred to as polyurethane slab jacking is less disruptive and involves drilling considerably 
smaller holes in the concrete. The polyurethane is then injected to the holes and leveled to the 
adjacent curb and gutter and adjacent sidewalk slab. Polyurethane concrete raising foam will not 
wash away from under the slab like mudjacking material. It is lightweight and is less likely to 
result in settling than adding heavy mud to already overburdened soil. The end result is the 
structural integrity of the walk is not affected by the raising. 

Staff has identified an area that would benefit from this technology on Country Lane. The 
subdivision is constructed with concrete curb and gutter abutting the sidewalk. See Attachment 
A. The curb and gutter remains structurally sound and the adjacent concrete sidewalk slabs within
the subdivision have settled down from the curb up to approximately 1-inch and limited adjacent
sidewalk slabs are mismatched. This method was deployed last year with successful results and
are recommending to complete the second/final phase.

The FY24/25 Budget allocated funding for the 2nd phase to raise the concrete mismatches on 
Country Lane. Staff requested competitive quotes for the service and the results are attached as 
Attachment B. ACME Concrete Raising & Repair submitted the lowest responsive proposal and 
references were verified with satisfactory responses. The Department is further requesting a 
contingency in the amount of $2,000 for unforeseen work that may be required due to the slab 
jacking. 

The proposed expenditure would be expended from the following line account: 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION 

FY 24-25 
BUDGET 

PROPOSED 
EXPENDITURE 

25-35-4380
SIDEWALK RAISING-POLYURETHANE 

RAISING AND CURB SEALING $33,600 $18,300 

25-35-4380 SIDEWALK RAISING $  2,000 

TOTALS $33,600 $20,300 
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Polyurethane Concrete Raising 
September 16, 2024 
Page 2 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends a resolution accepting a proposal at the unit prices for Polyurethane sidewalk 
raising and curb sealing from ACME Concrete Raising & Repair in an amount not to exceed 
$20,300.  
    
ALTERNATE DECISION 
As recommended by the Committee. 
 
DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the September 16, 2024 City Council agenda for formal consideration. 
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due: Thursday September 5, 2024 10:00 a.m.

multiplier 
quantity unit unit cost total cost unit cost total cost

3,000 square foot 5.75$            17,250.00$          3.50$           10,500.00$           

1,300 lineal feet 15.00$         19,500.00$          6.00$           7,800.00$             

36,750.00$          18,300.00$           

CITY OF DARIEN
2024 SIDEWALK RAISING

City Sidewalk-Polyurethane 
Foamjacking- raise city sidewalk to 
match curb height to eliminatetrip 

Caulk City Sidewalk at curb to seal 
joints & cracks with self leveling 
concrete stone colored caulk

Raise-Rite Concrete Lifting ACME Concrete Raising & Repair

Attachment B
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RESOLUTION NO.______________ 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL AT THE UNIT PRICES FOR 
POLYURETHANE SIDEWALK RAISING AND CURB SEALING FROM ACME 
CONCRETE RAISING & REPAIR IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $20,300 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU 

PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1: The City Council of the City of Darien does hereby accept a proposal at the 

unit prices for polyurethane sidewalk raising and curb sealing from ACME Concrete Raising & 

Repair in an amount not to exceed $20,300, a copy of whi ch is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval as provided by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS this 16th day of September 2024. 

     JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

    JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY ATTORNEY
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  Item e,f 

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Service Committee 

September 16, 2024 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
Approval of a resolution awarding a contract extension to Yellowstone Landscape Group in 
an amount not to exceed $173,215.00 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal 
Program Section No. 1 and annual contract 

AND 

Approval of a resolution awarding a limited contract to Homer Tree Care, Inc., in an amount not 
to exceed $178,750 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 2 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
This year’s tree trimming program consists of trimming approximately 3,500 parkway trees, 
limited tree removals and stump grinding. Please note, the City has 5 sections designated for tree 
trimming and one section is completed on a cycle every 5 years.  Due to COVID the 2020/21 Tree 
Trimming Program was cancelled. The 2024/25 Budget includes funds to bring the program in 
sync within the 5-year cycles per section.  

This year’s section includes Sections 1 and II and is bordered by Cass Ave to Route 
83 and Frontage Rd North to the 6600 Block, see attached aerial labeled as Attachment A. 
Below are the subdivisions to be trimmed: 

● Hinsbrook ● Plainfield Highlands
● The Woodlands of Darien ● Farmingdale Heights
● Clarefield ● Marion Hills North
● Marion Hills South ● Brookdale
● Farmingdale Terrace ● Farmingdale Terrace South
● Farmingdale Terrace West ● High Point Circle
● Portsmouth ● Brookhaven #1
● Violet’s Farm ● Reflections of Hidden Lakes

Due to the volume of work required for completion between December 1st through March, 
Yellowstone was unable to accommodate the entire inventory of 3,500 trees. As per the bid 
opening held on January 10, 2023, Homer Tree Care, Inc., the second responsive bidder was 
offered the opportunity for the entire inventory. Homer Tree Service also informed the City that 
they would not be in a position to handle the volume within the specified timeframe.  

Staff negotiated with Yellowstone Landscape Group and Homer Tree Care, Inc., to extend 
proposals for each vendor to complete trimming of 1750 trees and any required removals at the 
unit prices proposed for 2024-25, the first extension, year 2 of a 3 year contract. Attachment B. 

This year’s program includes contract pricing for the Private Property Tree Trimming Program to 
all the residents. The program would allow residents to have their private property trees trimmed 
or removed and stump grinding at the residents expense. The trimming includes removal of 
perished, diseased, interfering and weak branches, as well as removal of under branches as 
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Tree Trimming Program 
September 16, 2024 
Page 2 

requested. The bid included unit prices for Private Property Tree Trimming that would be paid for 
directly by the residents. The bid price for the Private Property tree trimming is listed below. This 
work will only be completed through Yellowstone as part of the 1st extension contract for 2024-
25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program 

Private Property Tree Trimming 
Tree Trimming – Front Yard Each $180.25 
Tree Trimming -  Back Yard Each $309.00 
Tree Removal per BH (Front) Per Inch $  51.50 
Tree Removal per DBH (Back) Per Inch $103.00 
Stump Grinding – Front Each $103.00 
Stump Grinding - Back Each $154.50 

The contract calls out for unit pricing for emergency services through November 30, 2025. Please 
find labeled as Attachment C, the bid results that were opened on January 10, 2023. The City 
received three (3) responsive bids. The contract called out for contract extensions for 2024-25 and 
2025-26 that may be exercised by the City. The contract extension would be the first of two 
extensions, year two (2) of a three-year contract. Yellowstone Landscape Group has serviced the 
City with satisfactory results.  

Homer Tree Service will be providing services for the trimming of approximately 1,750 trees or a 
specified section with removals and stumping as required. The pricing schedule will be based on 
the 24/25 pricing as submitted by the vendor at the bid opening 

The proposed expenditure would be expended from the following accounts: 

ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION 

FY 24/25 
BUDGET 

PROPOSED 
EXPENDITURE 

LANDSCAPE 
RESTORATION 

PROPOSED 
BALANCE 

01-30-4375

Tree Trimming & 
Removal-

YELLOWSTONE $187,578.00 $173,215.00 $5,000.00 $9,363.00 

01-30-4375

Tree Trimming & 
Removal-

HOMER TREE 
SERVICE $170,560.00 $178,750.00 $00.00 ($8,190.00) 

*see attached detail sheet labeled as Attachment D for cost breakdown

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Approval of a resolution awarding a contract extension to Yellowstone Landscape Group in an 
amount not to exceed $173,215 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program 
Section No.1 and annual contract 

AND 

Approval of a resolution awarding a limited contract to Homer Tree in an amount not to exceed 
$178,750 for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 2 
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Tree Trimming Program 
September 16, 2024 
Page 3 

ALTERNATE DECISION 
As directed by the Committee. 

DECISION MODE 
This item will be placed on the September 16, 2024 City Council agenda for formal consideration 
and subject to the FY24-25 Budget approval.   
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  Attachment A

section 1 - yellow

section 2 - green
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Regina Kokkinis
From: Dan Gombac
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 2:31 PM
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: FW: 2024-25 Tree Trimming RENEGOTIATE

B/U agenda for Homer 

From: Ryan Countryman <RyanCountryman@homertree.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 6, 2024 6:52 AM 
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2024-25 Tree Trimming RENEGOTIATE 

Sounds good, I look forward to hearing back! 

Thank you!

Ryan P. Countryman
Board CerƟfied Master Arborist IL 5140B 
CerƟfied Treecare Safety Professional 1093 
Tree Risk Assesment Qualified 
Homer Tree Care 
ResidenƟal/Municipal Division 
14000 S. Archer Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441 
Main Office  815-838-0320 

Ryancountryman@homertree.com 

From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 1:59 PM 
To: Ryan Countryman <RyanCountryman@homertree.com> 
Cc: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov>; Jim Reiter 
<JimReiter@homertree.com> 
Subject: RE: 2024-25 Tree Trimming RENEGOTIATE 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Homer Tree organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Ryan,  

Thank you for the correspondence and would like to accept the offer for the 1750 trees at your proposed unit prices for 24/25. 
Please note we need approval from the City Council and anticipate such by Sept 23.  

Attachment B
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Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Gombac 
Director of Municipal Services 
630-353-8106 Mobile 630-514-2519 
 
 
 
From: Ryan Countryman <RyanCountryman@homertree.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 3:07 PM 
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>; Jim Reiter <JimReiter@homertree.com> 
Cc: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2024-25 Tree Trimming RENEGOTIATE 
 
Good afternoon everyone, 
 
We have discussed this at length here and we have some concerns about the quantity of trees.  We can fit  in the standard 1800 
trees without issue, but tacking on an additional 1800 on top of that could pose a problem.  If we get 2-3 weeks of bad weather 
delays this could pt us well past the due date.   
 
I propose that we prune the 1800 late fall/early winter, we will then go complete the other contracts we are bound too.  If the 
weather cooperates, we could prune 900-1800 trees late winter.  If we cannot complete the 1800 we can tack the remaining trees 
onto next year. 
 
Thoughts? 
 
Thank you! 
 
Ryan P. Countryman 
Board CerƟfied Master Arborist IL 5140B 
CerƟfied Treecare Safety Professional 1093 
Tree Risk Assesment Qualified 
Homer Tree Care 
ResidenƟal/Municipal Division 
14000 S. Archer Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441 
Main Office  815-838-0320 
 
Ryancountryman@homertree.com 
 

 
 
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 2:59 PM 
To: Ryan Countryman <RyanCountryman@homertree.com> 
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Cc: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov> 
Subject: 2024-25 Tree Trimming RENEGOTIATE 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Homer Tree organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Good afternoon Ryan, 
 
Recently, the City requested of our current tree trimming vendor, Yellowstone,  for an extension of the 24/25 contract. We 
further informed the vendor that the City is  doubling the scope of trimming from 1,750 trees to approx. 3,500. The timeline to 
complete would also be modified from November 1, 2024 through April 2025. Yellowstone was unable to make the commitment 
for the scope of work. Since Homer Tree Service was the second lowest bidder we are requesting of Homer Tree to review the 
proposed unit prices for 24/25 and determine whether you would meet or beat Yesllowstone’s 24/25 unit pricing.  
 
Attached, please fine the bid sheet with a revised section (green highlight) for unit pricing.  
 
Thank you for the consideration in advance and let us know by Sept 6. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Gombac 
Director of Municipal Services 
630-353-8106 Mobile 630-514-2519 
 
 

51



1

Regina Kokkinis
From: Dan Gombac
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 2:33 PM
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: RE: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming
Attachments: Tree Trimming 2024-2025

Yellowstone B/u below and att 
 
From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com>  
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 9:08 AM 
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>; David Fell <dfell@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov>; Paul Devine <pdevine@darienil.gov>; John Carr <johncarr@darienil.gov>; Mitchell, Jason 
<jmitchell@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Subject: RE: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
 
Good Morning 
Yellowstone Landscape has decided not to accept the contract extension for 2024/2025.    
Everyone enjoy the long weekend.  Thanks. 
 
Jeff Marrs  
Tree Business Development Manager 
Certified Arborist IL0948A 
CTSP Certified / OSHA 30 Certified 
 
23940 W. Andrew  Rd  Plainfield, IL 60585 
Cell: (708) 932-7323 
jmarrs@yellow stonelandscape.com 
 
 www.y ellowstonelandscape.com 

 
 
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10:40 AM 
To: David Fell <dfell@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov>; Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com>; Paul Devine <pdevine@darienil.gov>; 
John Carr <johncarr@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
 
D a v e ,  S ta tu s F rom :  D an  Go m ba c S en t: T h ur sda y,  Au gu st  22 , 2 02 4 2 : 1 5  PM  T o:  D avid  F ell < d fe ll@  d ar ien il.  go v> ; P au l D ev in e < pd ev in e@  d arie n il. g o v>;  Jo hn  C arr  < joh nc ar r@  da rie n il. g ov > C c : K ris T h rom  < k thr om @  d arie n il. g o v> ; 'jm a rrs @  ye llo w sto ne la nd sca pe . c om ' 

Z jQ c m Q R YF pf ptB an n erS ta rt 

This Message Is From an External Sender  
This message came f rom outside your organization.  

 

Z jQ c m Q R YF pf ptB an n erE nd  

Dave, 
 
Status  
 

52



2

From: Dan Gombac  
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 2:15 PM 
To: David Fell <dfell@darienil.gov>; Paul Devine <pdevine@darienil.gov>; John Carr <johncarr@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov>; 'jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com' <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Subject: FW: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
 
Dave,  
 
Pls discuss and let me know regarding below.  
 
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 12:43 PM 
To: Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov> 
Cc: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Subject: Fwd: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
 
Pls review and let me know regarding below 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 11:53:49 AM 
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming  
  
Good Morning 
If we accept the extension of the 2024-2025 contract, what would be the earliest start date & latest finish dates that 
would be allowed for contract completion? 
  
Jeff Marrs  
Tree Business Development Manager 
Certified Arborist IL0948A 
CTSP Certified / OSHA 30 Certified 
  
23940 W. Andrew  Rd  Plainfield, IL 60585 
Cell: (708) 932-7323 
jmarrs@yellow stonelandscape.com 
  
 www.y ellowstonelandscape.com 

 
  
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 1:37 PM 
To: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Subject: Re: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
  
S e p t e m be r 1 G et  O utl oo k f or  iO S< h ttp s: / /ur ld efe ns e. c om /v 3/ __ htt ps : // aka . m s/ o0 uk ef_ _; !!C n DI 50 p3 ee _8 !ew y RA fN P 6X wQ d fG RU 4 tsg zI _X kU Id w 36 rV Y8 3I Vq Ip PG aT u W_A jIP dA n E_ WXl aE NB L Cd 8a T1 T Vv 2I e7 yMK qo KF F 4T 37 Kc Q $>  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  F rom :   
Z j Q c m Q RY F pfp tB an ne rS tar t 

This Message Is From an External Sender  
This message came f rom outside your organization.  

 

Z j Q c m Q RY F pfp tB an ne rE nd  53
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September 1 
  
Get Outlook for 
iOS<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://aka.ms/o0ukef__;!!CnDI50p3ee_8!ewyRAfNP6XwQdfGRU4tsgzI_X
kUIdw36rVY83IVqIpPGaTuW_AjIPdAnE_WXlaENBLCd8aT1TVv2Ie7yMKqoKFF4T37KcQ$> 
________________________________ 
From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 1:12:26 PM 

To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Subject: RE: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
  
  
We are planning on discussing this extension next week, once all needed individuals are back from 
vacation.  What is the deadline for getting you a decision? 
  
  
  
Jeff Marrs 
  
Tree Business Development Manager 
  
Certified Arborist IL0948A 
  
CTSP Certified / OSHA 30 Certified 
  
  
  
23940 W. Andrew Rd  Plainfield, IL 60585 
  
Cell: (708) 932-7323 
  
jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com<mailto:jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
  
  
  
 
http://www.yellowstonelandscape.com<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31
323334-501d2dca-3135477b-454455534531-08d440a4f67552e2&q=1&e=880b13ed-c42a-4ba3-8839-
aba528c36fe3&u=http*3A*2F*2Fwww.yellowstonelandscape.com*2F__;JSUlJQ!!CnDI50p3ee_8!ewyRAfNP
6XwQdfGRU4tsgzI_XkUIdw36rVY83IVqIpPGaTuW_AjIPdAnE_WXlaENBLCd8aT1TVv2Ie7yMKqoKFHWdL
mhJA$> 
  
[Logo, company name    Description automatically 
generated]<https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-501d2dca-
3135477b-454455534531-c6134296c79557fa&q=1&e=880b13ed-c42a-4ba3-8839-
aba528c36fe3&u=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.yellowstonelandscape.com*2F__;JSUlJQ!!CnDI50p3ee_8!ewyRAfN
P6XwQdfGRU4tsgzI_XkUIdw36rVY83IVqIpPGaTuW_AjIPdAnE_WXlaENBLCd8aT1TVv2Ie7yMKqoKFHLT
Ujo8g$> 
  
  
  
From: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 3:04 PM 

54



4

To: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com> 
Cc: Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Kris Throm <kthrom@darienil.gov>; Paul Devine 
<pdevine@darienil.gov>; John Carr <johncarr@darienil.gov> 
Subject: 2024-2025 Tree Trimming 
  
  
  
Good afternoon Jeff: The City is requesting whether Yellowstone would like to entertain the contract 
extension for the Tree Trimming Program beginning Nov 1, 2024. If yes, we are moving forth with the 
trimming of approx. 3400 trees versus 1700 
  
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart 
  
This Message Is From an External Sender 
  
  
This message came from outside your organization. 
  
  
  
  
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd 
  
Good afternoon Jeff: 
  
  
  
The City is requesting whether Yellowstone would like to entertain the contract extension for the Tree 
Trimming Program beginning Nov 1, 2024. If yes, we are moving forth with the trimming of approx. 3400 
trees versus 1700 and we need to make sure that you will sufficient crews to perform within the time period 
stated for trimming. We will accommodate an earlier start and can discuss the completion date. Below is the 
link to the 2023 Agenda Memo and unit pricing. 
  
  
  
Tree Trimming & Removal <file://cod-FS00/MunicipalServices/FY%202023-
24%20Memos%20&%20Quotes/Memos%20&%20Quotes/2023-24%20Tree%20Trimming.pdf> 
  
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
  
Daniel Gombac 
  
Director of Municipal Services 
  
630-353-8106 Mobile 630-514-2519 
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Regina Kokkinis
From: Marrs, Jeff <jmarrs@yellowstonelandscape.com>
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 12:54 PM
To: Dan Gombac
Cc: DeFisher, Amanda; Mitchell, Jason; Resendiz, Mauricio
Subject: Tree Trimming 2024-2025
Attachments: Screenshot 2024-09-09 124616.png

Yellowstone Landscape would like the accept the Parkway Tree Trimming extension for 2024-2025 for the attached 
section.  This is for approx. 1700 trees at the agreed upon rates in the existing contract.  Let me know what needs to be 
done to proceed.  
 
Thanks . 
 
Jeff Marrs  
Tree Business Development Manager 
Certified Arborist IL0948A 
CTSP Certified / OSHA 30 Certified 
 
23940 W. Andrew  Rd  Plainfield, IL 60585 
Cell: (708) 932-7323 
jmarrs@yellow stonelandscape.com 
 
 www.y ellowstonelandscape.com 

 
 

56



Attachment C
SEALED BID:  2023 Tree Trimming Program

OPENING DATE/TIME:  January 10, 2023 10:00 a.m.

City of Darien Parkway

Fiscal Year

DESCRIPTION UNIT
PROPOSED

UNITS
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
Tree Trimming Each 1,750 115.00$    201,250.00$      115.00$    201,250.00$      115.00$    201,250.00$      66.33$      116,077.50$      68.32$      119,560.00$      70.37$      123,147.50$      

Tree Removal per DBH Per Inch 100 65.00$      6,500.00$         65.00$      6,500.00$         65.00$      6,500.00$         30.00$      3,000.00$         30.90$      3,090.00$         31.83$      3,183.00$         

Misc Stump Removal Each 20 300.00$    6,000.00$         300.00$    6,000.00$         300.00$    6,000.00$         115.00$    2,300.00$         118.45$    2,369.00$         122.00$    2,440.00$         

   Subtotal - Section A 213,750.00$      213,750.00$      213,750.00$      121,377.50$      125,019.00$      128,770.50$      

DESCRIPTION UNIT
PROPOSED

UNITS
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
Tree Trimming-Front Yard Each 1 750.00$    750.00$            750.00$    750.00$            750.00$    750.00$            175.00$    175.00$            180.25$    180.25$            185.66$    185.66$            

Tree Trimming-Back Yard Each 1 1,250.00$  1,250.00$         1,250.00$  1,250.00$         1,250.00$  1,250.00$         300.00$    300.00$            309.00$    309.00$            318.27$    318.27$            

Tree Removal per DBH (Fro Per Inch 1 90.00$      90.00$             90.00$      90.00$             90.00$      90.00$             50.00$      50.00$             51.50$      51.50$             53.05$      53.05$             

Tree Removal per DBH (BacPer Inch 1 110.00$    110.00$            110.00$    110.00$            110.00$    110.00$            100.00$    100.00$            103.00$    103.00$            106.09$    106.09$            

Stump Grinding-Front Each 1 550.00$    550.00$            550.00$    550.00$            550.00$    550.00$            100.00$    100.00$            103.00$    103.00$            106.09$    106.09$            

Stump Grinding-Back Each 1 850.00$    850.00$            850.00$    850.00$            850.00$    850.00$            150.00$    150.00$            154.50$    154.50$            159.14$    159.14$            

   Subtotal - Section B 3,600.00$         3,600.00$         3,600.00$         875.00$            901.25$            928.30$            

Emergency Services Hourly 40 350.00$    14,000.00$        350.00$    14,000.00$        350.00$    14,000.00$        285.00$    11,400.00$        300.00$    12,000.00$        315.00$    12,600.00$        

TOTAL - SECTIONS A, B & C 231,350.00$      231,350.00$      231,350.00$      133,652.50$      137,920.25$      142,298.80$      

City of Darien Parkway

Fiscal Year

DESCRIPTION UNIT
PROPOSED

UNITS
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
UNIT 

PRICE TOTAL COST
Tree Trimming Each 1,750 80.00$      140,000.00$      80.00$      140,000.00$      80.00$      140,000.00$      -$                -$                -$                

Tree Removal per DBH Per Inch 100 32.00$      3,200.00$         35.00$      3,500.00$         35.00$      3,500.00$         -$                -$                -$                

Misc Stump Removal Each 20 125.00$    2,500.00$         125.00$    2,500.00$         125.00$    2,500.00$         -$                -$                -$                

   Subtotal - Section A 145,700.00$      146,000.00$      146,000.00$      -$                -$                -$                

DESCRIPTION UNIT UNITS PRICE TOTAL COST PRICE TOTAL COST PRICE TOTAL COST PRICE TOTAL COST PRICE TOTAL COST PRICE TOTAL COST
Tree Trimming-Front Yard Each 1 300.00$    300.00$            300.00$    300.00$            300.00$    300.00$            -$                -$                -$                

Tree Trimming-Back Yard Each 1 400.00$    400.00$            400.00$    400.00$            400.00$    400.00$            -$                -$                -$                

Tree Removal per DBH (Fro Per Inch 1 40.00$      40.00$             40.00$      40.00$             40.00$      40.00$             -$                -$                -$                

Tree Removal per DBH (BacPer Inch 1 50.00$      50.00$             50.00$      50.00$             50.00$      50.00$             -$                -$                -$                

Stump Grinding-Front Each 1 150.00$    150.00$            150.00$    150.00$            150.00$    150.00$            -$                -$                -$                

Stump Grinding-Back Each 1 200.00$    200.00$            200.00$    200.00$            200.00$    200.00$            -$                -$                -$                

   Subtotal - Section B 1,140.00$         1,140.00$         1,140.00$         -$                -$                -$                

Emergency Services Hourly 40 250.00$    10,000.00$        250.00$    10,000.00$        250.00$    10,000.00$        

TOTAL - SECTIONS A, B & C 156,840.00$      157,140.00$      157,140.00$      -$                -$                -$                

Winkler Services LLC Yellowstone Landscape Group

bid bond bid bond

Homer Tree Care, Inc.

2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026 2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026

2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026 2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026

bid bond
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Attachment D

DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST  BUDGET  BALANCE 
Tree Trimming Each 1750 68.32$              119,560.00$         116,078.00$    (3,482.00)$               
Tree Removal per DBH Per Inch 750 30.90$              23,175.00$           31,000.00$    7,825.00$    
Misc Stump Removal Each 100 118.45$            11,845.00$           15,500.00$    3,655.00$    
Emeral Ash Bore Removals Per Inch 150 30.90$              4,635.00$            5,000.00$     365.00$    
Emergency Storm Hazards Hrly 40 350.00$            14,000.00$           15,000.00$    1,000.00$    
SUBTOTALS 173,215.00$         182,578.00$          9,363.00$        

DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST  BUDGET  BALANCE 
Tree Trimming Each 1750 80.00$              140,000.00$         119,560.00$    (20,440.00)$             
Tree Removal per DBH Per Inch 750 35.00$              26,250.00$           31,000.00$    4,750.00$    
Misc Stump Removal Each 100 125.00$            12,500.00$           15,000.00$    2,500.00$    
Emeral Ash Bore Removals Per Inch 0 30.90$              -$  5,000.00$     5,000.00$    
SUBTOTALS 178,750.00$         170,560.00$          (8,190.00)$       
TOTAL PROGRAM COST ACCOUNT 01-30-4375 351,965.00$         353,138.00$          1,173.00$        

2024/2025 PRICING
YELLOWSTONE LANDSCAPE GROUP

HOMER TREE CARE
2024/2025 PRICING

City of Darien Parkway Tree Trimming  and Removal 

City of Darien Parkway Tree Trimming  and Removal 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________________ 

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT EXTENSION TO 
YELLOWSTONE LANDSCAPE GROUP IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$173,215 FOR THE CITY'S 2024/25 TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL 
PROGRAM SECTION NO. 1 AND ANNUAL CONTRACT 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU 

PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1: The City Council of the City of Darien hereby authorizing the Mayor to 

award a contract extension to Yellowstone Landscape Group in an amount not to exceed $173,215 

for the City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 1 and annual contract, a 

copy of which is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval as provided by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

AYES:  

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

         JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

    JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

CITY ATTORNEY 

59



Exhibit A - Yellowstone
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RESOLUTION NO. ____________________ 

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A LIMITED CONTRACT TO HOMER TREE 
CARE, INC., IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $178,750 FOR THE CITY'S 

2024/25 TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL PROGRAM SECTION NO. 2 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU 

PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1: The City Council of the City of Darien hereby authorizing the Mayor to 

award a limited contract to Homer Tree Care Inc., in an amount not to exceed $178,750 for the 

City's 2024/25 Tree Trimming and Removal Program Section No. 2, a copy of which is attached 

hereto as “Exhibit A”. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval as provided by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

AYES:  

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this 16th day of September 2024. 

         JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

    JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

CITY ATTORNEY 
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Exhibit A - Homer
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MINUTES 

CITY OF DARIEN 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

August 26, 2024 

PRESENT: Alderman Thomas Belczak – Chairman, Alderman Ted Schauer, Alderman Ralph 
Stompanato  

ABSENT: None 

OTHERS: Mr. Dan Gombac – Director, Mr. Ryan Murphy – City Planner 

Establish Quorum  

Chairperson Thomas Belczak called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the City of Darien City 
Hall, 1702 Plainfield Road, Darien, Illinois. Chairperson Belczak declared a quorum present. 

New Business 

a. Review of the August 7, 2024 Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes.

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director reported that this item would only be for the Committee’s own 
knowledge.  

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment. 

b. PZC2024-06 – 2551 75th Street – Dr. Steven Tharp – Petitioner requesting: 1) Zoning
Text Amendment to Section 5A-8-2-4 of the Zoning Ordinance listing “dental office
and/or dental clinic” as a special use within the Neighborhood Convenience Shopping
District (B-1); and 2) Special use approval for a dental office and/or dental clinic within
the Neighborhood Convenience Shopping District (B-1); and 3) Repeal a specific
condition for the requirement of specified landscaping in lieu of a required fence as
per Ordinance 0-07-87.

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director reported that items 1 and 2 had previously been approved by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the Municipal Services Committee. He reported that 
there had been additional information discovered regarding Mr. Paul Jopa, 7518 Cambridge 
Road. He reported that Ordinance 0-07-87 stated that the two surrounding properties, 7518 
and 7510, were to have an open area with a specified landscaping plan in place. Mr. Gombac 
further reported that in 2014 a fence permit had been taken in and labeled as “alterations” 
with no indication to staff of it being a fence permit. He further explained the permitting 
process amongst City staff.  
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Ms. Elizabeth Uribe, Attorney representing the Petitioner, presented a timeline of events 
regarding the fence to the Committee, including supplemental material. Ms. Uribe stated that it 
would best serve the public interest to keep the fence in place.  

There was some discussion regarding the relevancy of the timeline of events.  

Mr. Arthur Donner, 7548 Cambridge Road, stated a timeline of events regarding the 
commercial property being placed within a neighboring community.  

Mr. Jopa stated that he had attended every meeting regarding the induction of a commercial 
property in the neighborhood and that he had an agreement in place with the City regarding a 
fence. He requested the original agreement be kept in place.  

Chairperson Tom Belczak questioned how the fence in place had made Mr. Jopa’s quality of life 
decrease. He stated that if the Committee were to change current conditions, they would need 
to know why.  

Mr. Jopa stated that it would give him a more appealing back yard. He stated that though the 
fence is not on his property, he would enjoy his yard more without the fence in place. 

Mr. Donner stated that they had not had the money or expertise to challenge the issue further.  

Ms. Rosa Tharp stated that there would be no new developments in the City if everything were 
conducted based on 1987.  

There was some discussion regarding Mr. Jopa’s character.  

Alderman Ralph Stompanato stated that no one in this situation is the bad guy. He questioned 
what the wording in the 1987 Ordinance meant, regarding the landscaping.  

There was some discussion regarding the verbiage of the 1987 Ordinance.  

Dr. Steven Tharp stated that the fence had been located 6 inches within the commercial 
property, never on Mr. Jopa’s property.  

There was some further discussion regarding the fence permit.  

Chairperson Belczak stated that the best solution would be to abide by today’s standards.  

Alderman Schauer made a motion, and it was seconded by Alderman Stompanato approval of 
PZC2024-06 – 2551 75th Street – Dr. Steven Tharp – Petitioner requesting: 1) Zoning Text 
Amendment to Section 5A-8-2-4 of the Zoning Ordinance listing “dental office and/or dental 
clinic” as a special use within the Neighborhood Convenience Shopping District (B-1).  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

Alderman Stompanato made a motion, and it was seconded by Alderman Schauer approval of 
PZC2024-06 – 2551 75th Street – Dr. Steven Tharp – Petitioner requesting: 2) Special use 
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approval for a dental office and/or dental clinic within the Neighborhood Convenience 
Shopping District (B-1).  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

Alderman Schauer made a motion, and it was seconded by Alderman Stompanato approval of 
PZC2024-06 – 2551 75th Street – Dr. Steven Tharp – Petitioner requesting: 3) Repeal a specific 
condition for the requirement of specified landscaping in lieu of a required fence as per 
Ordinance 0-07-87.  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNIMOUSLY 3-0.  

Chairperson Belczak announced that the Petition would move to the City Council Meeting on 
September 3, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

c. PZC2024-07 – 8245 Lemont Road, LLC – Petition from True North Investments for an 
Amendment to the Rockwell Planned Unit Development (PUD) to allow the 
subdivision of a parcel into two lots and variations for the reduction of yard areas and 
setbacks. The Property is located within the Office Research and Light Industry District 
(OR-1).  

Mr. Ryan Murphy, City Planner reported that no physical changes to the building or land had 
been proposed. He reported that the proposed subdivision would create two lots with the 
intention of the new lot line configuration allowing for the Petitioner to sell lot one in the 
future. He further reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission had approved the 
petition unanimously.  

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director reported that the building had been purchased several years ago and 
that he encouraged the development to revitalize the lot.  

Mr. Lawrence Friedman, Attorney for True North Investments stated that the only changes 
would be on paper. He stated that the need was to create new lot lines to sell and bring in new 
owners and business.  

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment.  

Alderman Schauer made a motion, and it was seconded by Alderman Stompanato approval of 
PZC2024-07 – 8245 Lemont Road, LLC – Petition from True North Investments for an 
Amendment to the Rockwell Planned Unit Development (PUD) to allow the subdivision of a 
parcel into two lots and variations for the reduction of yard areas and setbacks. The Property 
is located within the Office Research and Light Industry District (OR-1). 

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

Chairperson Belczak announced that the Petition would move to the City Council Meeting on 
September 3, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
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d. Minutes – August 5, 2024 Municipal Services Committee 

There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment.  

Alderman Stompanato made a motion, and it was seconded by Alderman Schauer approval of 
the August 5, 2024 Municipal Services Committee Meeting Minutes.  

Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 3-0.  

Director’s Report 

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director reported that he was still working with homeowners regarding the 
beautification project on the Southeast corner of Plainfield and Cass. He reported that an 
appraiser would look at the neighborhood to acquire the proper value of the properties. He 
further reported that the project had been about 2 months delayed due to unforeseen 
setbacks.  

Next Scheduled Meeting 

Chairperson Tom Belczak announced that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
September 23, 2024.  

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

X
Thomas Belczak
Chairman

 

X
Ted Schauer
Alderman

X
Ralph Stompanato
Alderman
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