
AGENDA 
Rescheduled Meeting 

Municipal Services Committee 
May 23, 2011 

5:15 P.M. - Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

2. Establishment of Qnorum 

3. New Bnsiness 

a. Ordinance - 8419 Bailey Road, Order of Carmelites - Petitioner seeks 

approval of a Sign Variation to permit a free-standing sign at 640 square 

feet in area, greater than the 32 square feet sign area permitted for a 

religious institution. 

b. Minor POD Amendment- Rockwell POD, 8245-8255 Lemont Road -

Petitioner requests a minor PUD amendment to replace existing multi­

tenant free-standing sign with a larger multi-tenant sign. 

c. Resolution -Authorize the purchase one new Hydraulic Concrete and Pipe 

Saw from Lee Jensen Sales in the amount of$9,975.00. 

d. Resolution -Authorize the purchase one new 2011 Ford Ranger Carryall 

from Bob Ridings Fleet Sales in an amount not to exceed $22,754.00. 

e. Resolution - 2011 Water Sampling Program 

f. Resolution - Authorize the purchase of one new Prospan Pneumatic 

Shoring Equipment, from Prospan Manufacturing Company in the amount 

of $8,000.00 

g. Resolution -Accept a proposal from Advanced Automation & Controls Inc 

for the City's Water System Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 

(SCADA), in an amount not to exceed $12,770.00 for the Win91 l 

software, Operator Interface Terminal, installation and central processing 

unit programming at 1220 Plainfield Rd, Plant 2 

h. Minutes -April 25, 2011 - Municipal Services Committee 

4. Director's Report 

5. Next regularly scheduled meeting- June 27, 2011. 

6. Adjournment 



Issue Statement 

PZC 2011-02: 

AGENDAMEMO 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

MEETING DATE: May 23, 2011 

8419 Bailey Road, Order of Carmelites: Petitioner seeks approval 
of a Sign Variation to permit a free-standing sign at 640 square feet in 
area, greater than the 32 square feet sign area permitted for a religious 
institution. 

Applicable Regulations: Sign Code: Section 4-3-8(D) 
Sign Code: Section 4-3-7(G): Landscaping Requirements 
Ground Sign (base) 

General Information 

Property Owner/ 
Petitioner: 

Property Location: 

PIN: 

Existing Zoning: 

Society of Mt. Carmel 
1317 N. Frontage Road 
Darien, lL 60561 

8419 Bailey Road 

09-33-401-013 

Existing Land Use: 

R-1 Single-Family Residence 

Religious Institution 

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use: 

North: 

South: 
East: 
West: 

R-2 Single-Family Residential: single-family homes, Mt Carmel Catholic 
Church 
R-1 Single-Family Residential: I-55/Cass Avenue Interchange 
R-1 Single-Family Residential: I-55/Cass Avenue Interchange 
R-2 Single-Family Residential: Smart Oaks Park, Cass Jr. High School 

Comprehensive Plan Update: Institutional 

History: 

Size of Property: 

Floodplain: 

In 2001, the City Council approved a plat of subdivision for the 
property, as well as variations related to a building setback for an 
existing building, and allowing more than one principal building on 
one lot. 
30.9 acres 

This property is located outside the floodplain. 
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Natural Features: None. 

Transportation: Property has frontage on Bailey Road and N. Frontage Ro ad. 

Documents Submitted 

This report is based on the following information submitted to the Community Development 
Department by the petitioner: 

1. Topographic Survey, 1 sheet, prepared by Jacob & Hefuer Associates, Inc., dated N:Mnm 
2, 2010. 

Planning Overview/ Discussion 

The Aylesford-Carrnelites center is located along Bailey and N. Frontage Roads, generally to the 
northeast of that intersection. The property was annexed into Darien in 1977. The property has 
frontage on both Bailey Road and N. Frontage Road. 

The petitioner seeks to replace an existing sign. The sign in question is the large sign located along 
N. Frontage Road facing the Cass Avenue/I-55 interchange, located at the curve, east ofBaileyRoad. 
The petitioner seeks to replace the sign, which is 640 square feet ( 40 feet wide x 16 feet high). The 
proposed sign will be the same size, same dimensions. 

The Darien Sign Code limits signs for religious institutions to 32 square feet in area. Once a sign is 
removed, the new sign is to comply with the current Sign Code. 

Per the Sign Code, the sign drawing is to be revised to show a sign hase with at least 7 5% of the sign 
width. The Sign Code requires a landscape area at the base of the sign, extending 4 feet out from the 
sign base. There appears to be existing landscaping. The petitioner is to maintain this landscaping 
around the sign base. 

A variation from the Sign Code does not require a puhlic hearing. However, a variation from the 
Sign Code requires consideration by the Planning and Zoning Commission, followed by the City 
Council's Municipal Services Committee and then the City Council. 
The sign appears to be at least 4 feet from the street right-of-way. 

The following criteria shall be considered when considering a variation from the Sign Code: 

1. The available locations for adequate signage on the property. 
2. The effect of the proposed sign on pedestrian and motor traffic. 
3. The cost to the applicant in complying with the Sign Code as opposed to the 

detriment, if any, to the public from granting of the variation. 
4. If undue hardships and practical difficulties result in complying with the Sign Code 

and if these hardships are a result of previous actions of the applicant. 
5. The general intent of the Sign Code. 
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Staff Findings/Recommendations 

Staff does not object to the proposed variation request. The proposed sign variation does not 
negatively impact pedestrian and motor traffic, it does not create a detriment to the public. 

Therefore, staff recommends the Commission make the following recommendation to approve the 
variation petition: 

Based upon the submitted petition and the information presented, the request 
associated with PZC 2011-02 is in conformance with the standards of the Darien 
City Code and, therefore, I move the Planning and Zoning Commission recommend 
approval of the petition as presented. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Review May 18, 2011 

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this matter at its meeting on May 18, 2011. The 
following members were present: Beverly Meyer - Chairperson, Donald Hickok, Ronald Kiefer, 
J obn Lind, Raymond Mielkus, Kenneth Ritzert, Michael Griffith- Senior Planner, Elizabeth Lahey­
Secretary. 

The following members were absent: Gloria Jislcra, Susan Yonder Heide. 

Michael Griffith, Senior Planner, reviewed the staff agenda memo. He noted the sign location and 
sign dimensions. He stated that the Sign Code limits signs for religious institutions to 32 square feet. 
He stated the petitioner is seeking to replace the sign with one of the same size and at the same 
location. 

Ken Yanko, Carmelite Building Services Manager, Society of Mt. Carmel, was present. He stated 
the existing sign is in poor condition and about to fall down. He stated they plan to use more 
permanent construction materials, such as concrete and steel supports, for the new sign if approved. 
He stated the sign serves as a beacon to the Carmelite campus, which is important to the 
organization. 

Commissioner Hickok noted that vegetation on the property tends to hide the sign and wondered if 
anything would be done about it. 

Mr. Yanko stated that there are no plans at this time to remove vegetation. He stated they plan to 
dress up the area around the sign. 

Chairperson Meyer stated the sign is at the gateway into Darien and felt the sign is more about 
advertising rather than indicating a church. 

Mr.Yanko stated the campus includes a religious shrine, a high order shrine, and there is a national 
historic home on the campus. He stated it is a large property. 
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There was a discussion about lighting. Mr. Y anlco stated the existing sign is lighted and the new sign 
will be also. 

Commissioner Lind stated that the sign is too large. He stated that people are able to locate the 
campus using map websites. He stated that the placing a directional sign near Frontage Road and 
Cass Avenue would be better. He stated the large sign is out of context. He stated the vegetation in 
the area tends to hide the sign anyway. 

Chairperson Meyer noted that each facility on the campus has signage. 

Commissioner Kiefer stated he did not object to the sign, stated he thought the request was 
reasonable. 

There was not anyone from the public to offer comments. 

Without further discussion, Commissioner Ritzert made the following motion, seconded 
by Commissioner Kiefer: 

Based upon the submitted petition and the information presented, the request 
associated with PZC 2011-02 is in conformance with the standards of the Darien 
City Code and, therefore, I move the Planning and Zoning Commission recommend 
approval of the petition as presented. 

Upon a roll call vote, THE MOTION CARRIED by a vote of 4-2. 

Ayes: Commissioners Mielkus, Hickok, Ritzert and Kiefer 
Nays: Chairperson Meyer, Commissioner Lind 

Municipal Services Committee - May 23, 2011 

Based on the Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendation, staff recommends the 
Committee make the following recommendation to approve the sign variation petition: 

Based upon the submitted petition and the information presented, the request 
associated with PZC 2011-02 is in conformance with the standards of the Darien 
City Code and, therefore, I move the Municipal Services Committee recommend 
approval of the petition as presented. 

Decision Mode 

The Planning/Zoning Commission considered this item at its meeting on May 18, 2011. 
The Municipal Services Committee will consider this item at its meeting on May 23, 2011. 
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