
AGENDA 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2020 
7:00 P.M. – Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call
2. Establishment of Quorum

3. Old Business

4. New Business
a. Ordinance – Approval to amend Title VII of the Darien City Code, “Health and

Sanitation”.

b. Minutes – July 20, 2020 Municipal Services Committee

5. Director’s Report
6. Next scheduled meeting – Monday, October 26, 2020

7. Adjournment



Item a

AGENDA MEMO 
Municipal Services Committee 

September 28, 2020 

ISSUE STATEMENT 
Approval of an ordinance amending Title VII of the Darien City Code, “Health and Sanitation” 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY-AUGUST 17, 2020 
An increasing number of residents want to raise chickens and bees in urban environments as a hobby or 
they may believe this method of raising chickens for food may be safer or less expensive. Darien currently 
does not regulate the keeping of chickens and bees on residential property, but it is subject to general 
nuisance rules. Recent calls to the city, asking if raising chickens or bees is permitted, prompted the City 
Council to consider an ordinance developed specifically to regulate raising chickens or bees. 
Preliminary research shows public health and nuisance concerns related to backyard chicken and bee 
keeping can be managed through proper regulations and education of owners. Residential chicken 
ordinances typically address such items as number of chickens allowed per property, prohibiting 
roosters, permitting process, location and size of chicken coop on property, registration and sanitary 
condition requirements. 

Attachment A is a compiled spreadsheet from various municipalities regarding regulations on chicken 
raising and beekeeping. The goal is to create a balanced City ordinance for each and would consist of 
the following: 

Definitions- Hen-female chicken; domestic fowl raised for egg producing 
Beekeeping-An apiary is a location where beehives of honey bees are kept. 
Apiaries come in many sizes and can be rural or urban depending on the 
honey production operation.  

Quantities- City Council to determine quantities 
Chickens-Limit to 6 
Apiaries-Limit to 2 Units 

Additional regulations will be presented to the Committee for consideration and will include the 
following: 

 Grandfathering of Existing/Amortization 
Permit through Registration-Right to Access Property 

 Setbacks 
 Structures 

Prohibited Uses - Home Based Business-Prohibited 
 Sanitation 
 Violations - Penalties/Fees 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY- SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 - UPDATE FOR COMMITTEE  
At the August 17, 2020, City Council Meeting, Staff was directed to present an ordinance in regards to 
chicken and bee keeping for the Municipal Services Committee. Two residents spoke on the subject; one 
who owns and maintains an existing chicken coop and the second resident lives adjacent to a resident who 
fosters chickens.  The resident adjacent to a property with chicken raising further suggested that screening 
should be required along with daily housekeeping of the chicken coop.  
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Municipal Services 
Bees & Chickens 
Page 2 

To date Staff has completed the following: 

• Updated the matrix of various municipalities regarding the fostering of chickens and
bees, attached and labeled as Attachment A, (2 pages).

• Met with two residents that currently foster chickens.
• Spoke with two residents that are adjacent to one chicken fosterer. Both residents

commented on privacy screening requirements.
• Updated the correspondences received from residents and non-residents regarding chicken

and bee fostering, attached and labeled as Attachment B, (156 pages).
• Researched municipal ordinances for a City model ordinance.

Attached and labeled as Attachment C, (3 pages) is a proposed model ordinance regarding the fostering of 
chickens and bees. Staff will present each item within the proposed ordinance for consideration or 
modification. In conjunction with the proposed ordinance a handout sheet will be implemented as part of 
the registration/permit process and is attached and labeled as Attachment D. (4 pages) 

Attached and labeled as Attachment E, is the pamphlet form of the Ordinance, pending any modifications. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is recommending the following consideration from the Municipal Services Committee: 

1. Approval of the proposed ordinance-pending any modifications the item will be presented to
the City Council for approval at the October 5, 2020 meeting.

OR

2. Prohibit the fostering of chickens and/or bees-Discussion-Compliance date

ALTERNATE CONSIDERATION 
As directed by the Municipal Services Committee 

DECISION MODE  
This item will be placed on the October 5, 2020 City Council Meeting for formal consideration. 
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Attachment A

DRAFT 1
Bolingbrook Carol Stream Darien, WI Downers Grove DuPage County  Minneapolis, MN Warrenville West Chicago Westmont Willowbrook Wood Dale Woodridge Darien 

Permit/Licenses

not allowed not specified
yes w/ non 

refundable $15 fee

yes‐$99‐5 yrs.‐only after 
all building permits 

obtained‐proof structure 
complies‐only to single 

family homes

8/18/20 consideration 
of text amendment‐

unknown but could be 
require conditional use 

approval

yes; one year renewable fowl permit ‐ 3 
tiers‐tier 1‐6 hens; tier 2‐7‐15 hens; tier 

3‐16‐30 hens
not allowed

required‐one time permit & 
review fee

not allowed not allowed not allowed
required‐one time permit & 

review fee

Applications yes see above
submit to Community 
Development Director

yes not specified yes

Responsible Officer

code enforcement‐
complaints

not specified
Community Planning & Economic 

Development
not specified

police 
regulated/animal 

control

police 
regulated/animal 

control

Community 
Development/Municipal 

Services

State Registration
compliance with 
State regulation

not specified not specified not specified
compliance with State 

regulation

Inspections
not specified may inspect if deemed necessary city

initial inspection for 
compliance and  inspect if 

deemed necessary
Roosters prohibited prohibited not permitted yes; with permit no prohibited prohibited

# Chickens
4 hens 4 hens  4 hens see permit/licenses 10 6 hens 8

Sale of Eggs not specified not specified
prohibited‐only commercial use; has 

different requirements
not specified prohibited

Enclosures

coop shall be 
elevated 2ft above 

ground;

required‐entirely confined 
at all times  

30ft setback

yes; screened from habitable buildings 
on neighboring property; constructed of 
durable materials & compatible with 
your house & neighboring residential 

properties

confined at all 
time (coop or 

run)

one per property; cannot 
exceed 7ft in height

yes; screened from habitable 
buildings on neighboring 
property; constructed of 

durable materials & 
compatible with your house & 

neighboring residential 
properties

Space per hen
not specified

50'‐no permit             
7'‐permit

10 sq. ft. for each fowl housed in 
outside run 

5ft per hen not to exceed 
50ft

15 x 15 or 225 square feet

Sanitation

cleaned daily‐waste 
disposed of properly

property must be kept 
clean sanitary‐clean once 

every 24 hrs.‐refuse 
disposed of in 

clean/sanitary fashion

chicken litter should be removed 
frequently to prevent odors from 
emitting over property lines‐can be 
double bagged & thrown away or 

composted on‐site; may not be placed 
in recycling 

see rodent 
protection

not allowed to become 
unkempt or unclean; swept 

at least once in 24 hrs.

property must be kept clean 
sanitary‐clean once every 24 
hrs.‐refuse disposed of in 
clean/sanitary fashion

Rodent Protection

food must be stored 
in vermin proof 

container

feed shall be kept in 
rodent‐proof containers

not specified
chicken feed kept 
in rodent proof 

container

enclosure to be 
impenetrable against 

rodents

enclosure to be impenetrable 
against rodents

Nuisance Clause

1st offense‐warning; 
2nd‐$50; 3rd‐12 

months revocation & 
$200 fine

not specified

any coop 3 or more occurrences in 12 
months to receive complaints of noise, 
odor or any other complaint that are 

founded

not specified
1st offense‐warning; 2nd‐$50; 
3rd‐12 months revocation & 

$200 fine

Humane Conditions

no raising of 
chickens for fighting

outlined
provide adequate safeguards to protect 

the fowl
provide adequate safeguards to 

protect the fowl

Slaughtering Restrictions prohibited prohibited prohibited prohibited prohibited

Lot Size unknown unknown unknown not specified 10,000 sq. ft. lot not applicable all single family residential

Zoning

permitted under 
conditional use

not specified administrrative

Location of Enclosures

rear yard only fence 
required

any structure within 
50'of any property line‐
permit must be  obtained

behind front wall of 
house

rear yard 20 ft. away from residential 
neighbor

rear yard only
rear yard only; 10ft from 
dwelling; 20ft from rear & 

side of yard

rear yard 20 ft. away from 
residential neighbor‐fence 

required

Penalties/Fines

nuisance‐animal 
cruelty‐failure to 
obtain permit

not specified
may refuse to grant permit if failure to 
comply with criteria & has the right to 
keep any fees paid by the applicant

2 violations in 1 year 
requires removal of hen 
coop; 3 total violation 

require removal of the hen 
coop

2 violations in 1 year requires 
removal of hen coop; 3 total 
violation require removal of 

the hen coop

Municipal Chicken Regulations Comparative Table
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DRAFT
Bolingbrook Carol Stream Darien, WI Downers Grove DuPage County Minneapolis, MN Warrenville West Chicago Westmont Willowbrook Wood Dale Woodridge Darien

Allowed

yes no not specified not specified
only on 

agricultural land 
yes yes not specified yes not specified

no regulations prohibiting as 
long as it does not become a

nuisance. 
not specified YES

Permit/Licenses

not required
required-fee initial year-no fee annual 
renewal-if revoked/refused fee will be 

retained 
not required required required-one time permit & review fee

Applications
required $100 fee

Community Development/Municipal 
Services

Responsible Officer
no enforcement compliance with State regulation

State Registration
not specified yes

registered with 
state

compliance with State regulation

Inspections
as deemed necessary

colonies must be 
inspectable

initial inspection for compliance and  
inspect if deemed necessary

# Colonies

1/2 acre or smaller -2 colonies; larger than 1/2 
acre smaller than 3/4 acre-4 colonies; larger 

than 3/4 acres smaller than 1 acre-6 
colonies;1 acres but smaller than 5 acres-8 

colonies; larger than 5 acres-MACC 
determines as appropriate

no more than 4 for 1st 
20,000 sq. ft. - 2 colonies 

for each additional 10,000 
sq. ft.

no more than 2 
colonies per 1/3 
acre of property

2

Sale of honey

limited not specified
home occupation 

regulations
not specified

retail sales by home based 
businesses are premitted 

entirely by 
mail/telephone/internet or 

appointment only

prohibited

Enclosures

removable frames-painted-good condition-if 
less than 25' from property line flyway barrier 
maintain at least 6' high 10' either direction of 

hive

if landing boards face 
property line must maintain 

a flyway barrier

no closer than 
15ft from any lot 

line

yes; screened from habitable buildings on 
neighboring property; constructed of 

durable materials & compatible with your 
house & neighboring residential properties

Space for Hive see # colonies minimum 20,000 sq. ft. hive shall not be larger 5ft in height

Sanitation

removable combs kept in 
sound, usable sanitary 

condition

regularly cleaned 
& emptied water 
source should be 
located by hive

property must be kept clean well 
maintained -source of water available at all 

times on property during hive's active 
months (Mar-Nov) humane conditions to 

be maintained year round

Nuisance Clause

not specified
no regulations prohibiting as 
long as it does not become a

nuisance. 

prominent signage warning of the presence 
of bees shall be required on the property 

Lot Size

see # colonies minimum 20,000 sq. ft. see # of colonies
1st offense-warning; 2nd-$50; 3rd-12 

months revocation & $200 fine

Zoning

shall not occur on 
multi-family 

property
administrative

Location of Enclosures

see # colonies
10ft from all property line-
may not be located on side, 

corner or front yards

rear yard of 
residential; roof 
or rear yard of 

commercial 

rear yard 15 ft. away from residential 
neighbor-fence required

Penalties/Fines

Municipal Honey Bee Regulations Comparative Table
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RESIDENT NON-RESIDENT UNKNOWN

2 no opinion on chickens 2

4 1 pro-chickens no specification 5

4 1 pro-chickens w/regulation 5

2 pro-chicken w/no regulation 2

12 1 opposed to chickens 13

8 1 w/regulations 9
36

12 1 1 no opinion on bee keeping 14

4 1 specification 5

3 pro-beekeeping w/regulation 3

regulation 0

8 1 opposed to beekeeping 9

4 w/regulations 4
35

PUBLIC COMMENTS - BEEKEEPING & CHICKENS

Attachment B
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From: Lynnie Ley
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chickens and bees
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2020 3:32:00 PM

I do not have chickens or bees, but it has been something I’ve been interested in for years! I
think it would be great if Darien allowed such hobbies.  And good for the Earth if honeybees
were allowed. 
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From: mcam9905
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Ordinance
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2020 5:21:09 PM

Hello
DuPage county has an ordinance about chickens.  Plus more chickens means more coyotes which can present all
sorts of problem.  Plus if not properly cared for chickens can carry all sorts of viruses. So yea everyone’s so worried
about covid yet they promote livestock in residential areas.  As far as bees,  I know in school the peanut allergy
people ran the show.  Well there are so many more people allergic to bees and again if not properly cared for can
cause all sorts of problems with residents living close by.  Also raw honey can cause botulism which can be fatal.
Remember eggs are like $1.50 and honey is like 3 bucks.  Let’s not risk other people’s health for simple non
necessities.
Thank you 

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Steve Leopoldo
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chickens
Date: Friday, August 7, 2020 2:23:13 PM

Hello,

We have had chickens for a while within Incorporated Darien.

I'm happy to help answer any questions.

Best,
Steve
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From: Luanne Spiros
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Darien Beekeeping
Date: Friday, August 7, 2020 5:39:02 PM

Hi Regina

My name is Luanne Spiros and i am a resident of Darien. The reason for my email is to
respond to the query regarding beekeeping in Darien.

Background: I am currently a beekeeper -- but my bees are not located in Darien-- and i am a
Master Beekeeper student with Cor

Honeybees are critical to our ecosystem . 2/3 of all of our fruits and vegetables are the result
of pollinators and Honeybees pollinate 80% of these plants. Further they enrich our
communities by enhancing our gardens rich with blooms and providing food for our critical
creatures (e.g., birds). When we expand native plantings (Darien Parks, Nantucket Basin)
honeybees are a critical and synergistic part to our community.

As a beekeeper and Cornell University Master Beekeeper student i can help you (or Dan or
others) if you have any questions about beekeeping. I'd be happy to provide science-based
information to help you during this process. LMK.

Thank you for asking! Luanne Spiros
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From: Heather Conroy
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Paul Jacob Conroy
Subject: In response to Chicken Keeping in Darien
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 11:53:48 AM

Hello Regina,

I am a Darien resident since 2016. I belong to the Darien Rotary Club as well as the Darien
Woman's Club, as well as hold committee positions on both. I am also an Executive Board
member, second year, on the Darien Woman's Club.

I currently have 5 chickens and run a 580 member group specifically for Backyard
Chickens with many local area and Darien members. Which if you or others want to
join, we would love to have you see what chicken keeping is all about.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1811019362460926/?ref=share

I would like to ask if any ordinances with chickens is going to be required, even though we are
respectful adults, then a committee be formed with community members that own chickens,
that would like to work up the ordinances that will now govern what they are doing, from
people that actually do it and understand chickens. The owners would be the best committee
for it. I would love to be a community member on the committee.

Thank you,

Heather Conroy

11



From: Thomas Belczak
To: Adventure Awaits mom
Cc: Regina Kokkinis; Dan Gombac
Subject: Re: Chicken owner again
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 12:11:14 PM

Melissa Goodrich:

I so sorry for your loss, I was unaware. Please accept my sympathies. This chicken issue was
brought to my attention by both your neighbors and yourself, and there will be a resolution
that both sides will need to live with. To be clear, we will not eliminating chickens ( and/or
bees). We will create an ordinance that allows chicken-owners and their neighbors to
peacefully co-exist. Most municipalities, that allow chickens, have regulations and rules
regarding the number, and necessary care for the raising of chickens. We have regulations
regarding dogs & cats, and chickens should be no different.
I am hoping to get input from the neighborhood regarding this issue. Please review the
ordinances that Downers Grove, Illinois & Darien, Wisconsin as an example of how other
municipalities allow & regulate the ownership of chickens. I am no more in favor of
eliminating chicken ownership, as I would be in allowing unlimited and unregulated
ownership. We are looking to create an ordinance that protects the chicken owner without
impairing their neighbors ability to enjoy the use of their own property. Please advise as to
your opinion as to how chickens should be allowed and regulated in a residential
neighborhood. I am sure there are some people that consider chickens “farm animals” with no
place in our community, but I am equally sure that there are people that think chicken
ownership is a safe and wonderful hobby. Our ultimate goal will be to meet in the middle.
Please encourage your friends to email me with their opinions on this issue, as well as
emailing Regina Kokkinis @ rkokkinis@darienil.gov. I’ve attached the latest city posting that
was in this weeks direct connect. If you haven’t signed up for Darien’s Direct Connect, I
suggest that you do, as it provides a weekly synopsis of what’s happening in Darien. You can
sign up at darien.il.us

Thomas Belczak
Alderman Ward 7
7025 Beechnut Lane
Darien, Illinois
630-418-2046.

City Considers Ordinance on Chickens and Beekeeping

In response to increased resident interest in raising chickens and
beekeeping in Darien, the City is gathering information and
considering an ordinance to specifically regulate raising chickens
and bees. The City does not currently have an ordinance that
addresses urban chickens or beekeeping, but these activities are
subject to general nuisance rules. The City recognizes the interest in
raising birds and bees for food and/or as a hobby. Our preliminary
research shows that proper regulation (e.g. number of animals,
prohibiting roosters, sanitary requirements) and education can help
residents enjoy these hobbies without disturbing their neighbors.

If you currently have chickens or beehives on your property, please
let us know as we are trying to determine the number of residents
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impacted by a new ordinance. Please also send any feedback or
questions on this topic to Regina Kokkinis at rkokkinis@darienil.gov.

On Aug 8, 2020, at 10:21 AM, Adventure Awaits mom
<melissagoodridge91@ > wrote:

Good morning sir,

I saw the article about my chickens this morning.  This brings me great sadness
that you are trying to create legislation to eliminate chickens in our beautiful
community.  I got rid of my rooster immediately after your notice.  I have 6 hens
now. My family has been hit hard with covid. The chickens provide is essential
food, just like our garden. They also provide essential learning and life skills for
my young children who are homeschooled. I'm not sure if we have personally
met, but I'd love to talk more and meet in person.  I know this neighborhood talks
so I'm sure you heard of the family who lost their baby to a tragic accident last
summer  ... thats us! Our beautiful baby Layla passed away. Ever since we have
tried to find outlets to our grieving and mental health.  The chickens bring great
joy to our family and the last thing my young sons need is more loss. So please
stop pursuing to hurt my family and let's all just live and let live. I'm not hurting
anyone.

Thank you for understanding,

Your neighbors Melissa and family
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Daniel Gombac 
Director of Municipal Services 
630-353-8106 

Joseph A. Marchese 

Celebrating “50” Years!  

DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT 
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From: lgb110@
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chickens and Bee Keeping Ordinance
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 3:03:34 PM

I do not want raising chickens and bees in backyards to be allowed in Darien.  No exceptions to this rule.  This
hobby should only be allowed in rural areas where there are large backyards or a distance between property lots.  I
am totally against allowing this.  We live in a townhome with very small backyards.  Please take into consideration
the large number of townhomes and condominiums in our community if this Ordinance is allowed.

Thank you,

Jim and Linda Banich
8517 Evergreen Lane
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From: Tamara Fredriksen
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chicken/Bee Ordinance
Date: Saturday, August 8, 2020 6:38:51 PM

Dear Ms. Kokkinis,

I understand that the city of Darien is considering a new ordinance regarding chickens and bees. My family and I
have been residents (67th & Western) since the fall of 2013.
We do not currently have chickens or bees, but have been considering them for the past several years. We have three
young children and I feel that raising chickens and possibly bees could be a wonderful learning experience for them,
in addition to additional food sources (fresh eggs & honey).
One of our neighbors (only 2 doors down) has several chickens and if my husband hadn’t been invited over to see
them, we would have no idea they are there (no noise, smells, disturbances of any kind).
I believe that an ordinance could be helpful in that it can give residents clear information on what is/is not allowed
regarding animal keeping within our city.  That said, I believe it is important to ensure that the guidelines are not so
narrow that they make it difficult for most residents to keep these animals if they so wish.
As a side note, you may also want to reconsider our city’s stance on domestic animals as well. I know that currently
we are allowed up to three animals (dogs/cats), but I think it would be beneficial to allow up to four. We currently
have two cats (we got them at the same time as kittens) and when the time comes would like to get 2 more kittens
together so they have a playmate their own age.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Tamara Fredriksen

Sent from my iPhone
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From: christopher Maka
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Honey bees
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 10:31:43 AM

Good morning,

First and foremost I think this should clearly state HONEYBEES, not bees. Bees have a reputation to be pests.
Honey bees are endangered pollinators that we absolutely need in the world.  I think regulating is a great idea.
However, the fine people complaining should be required to read up and enlighten themselves a bit before having a
say on a matter they clearly don’t know very much about.
I have honey bees on my property. Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: ELISABETH MONAHAN
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: DARIEN BACKYARD CHICKENS
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 10:49:12 AM

Good Morning and Happy Monday-

I am writing to express my opinions on backyard chicken keeping and beekeeping-
One of the reasons I moved to Darien was because there were not regulations
against keeping backyard chickens.
My family and I bought 6 hens this spring to raise as pets. I would be devastated if
Darien would regulate against my pets or request that I reduce the amount of hens I
have.

ROOSTERS: Personally, I do not think roosters should be allowed due to the volume
and frequency of their crows. My understanding is the current stand in Darien on
chickens is if they are not loud they are ok, basically saying if you have a rooster you
are going to get in trouble and need to rehome the rooster. That being said, chickens
do not have external genitalia, and even professionals are accurate only about 80-
90% of the time. That means you can pay extra to have the hatchery send you only
girls, but still end up with a boy on accident. Often you do not know for sure if you
have a boy until it crows at about 3-4 months old. Now comes the process to rehome
which can take a few days to a few weeks at the most. So even if Darien passes an
ordinance saying ONLY HENS.... you will still have the rare rooster crowing for a
week or two before it is rehomed. And I would not be surprised if a few of those
owners request to keep them because they have been attached to them for months.
A simple no and reference to noise ordinance should be sufficient to speed along the
rehoming process.

NUMBER OF HENS:  Hens are small animals, the size of 6 chickens combined easily
only equals one dog. Most towns that initially started with allowing 4 hens are moving
up to allowing 6 hens. The size of a coop/run for 4 hens and for 6 hens is the virtually
the same.

LIVING CONDITIONS: Most owners take care to have safe, clean and odor free
coop/runs for their pets. As with any pet owner, some are not good at that upkeep.
Those isolated incidents should be investigated after complaints received, just as you
would with dogs or other pets kept in the backyard that are being neglected.

BEEKEEPING: This is on my bucket list of things to do in my future backyard.
Unfortunately, I live next to a school so I will not attempt my hand at beekeeping until
I move.

So, in summary, I think the current allowance of pet chickens as long as you don't get
a noise/ odor complaint should remain. Even if you regulate chickens to just a few
hens, you will still have the occasional complaint call about accidental rooster and the
occasional neglectful pet owner call.
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Please keep me informed of the status of this ordinance review.
Thank you.

Elisabeth Monahan
1938 Manning Road
Darien IL 60561
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From: Elisabeth Monahan
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Re: DARIEN BACKYARD CHICKENS
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 11:00:39 AM

Attaching some pics from my yard.
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On Aug 10, 2020, at 10:49 AM, ELISABETH MONAHAN
<lizzy.monahan@ > wrote:

Good Morning and Happy Monday-

I am writing to express my opinions on backyard chicken keeping and
beekeeping-
One of the reasons I moved to Darien was because there were not
regulations against keeping backyard chickens.
My family and I bought 6 hens this spring to raise as pets. I would be
devastated if Darien would regulate against my pets or request that I reduce
the amount of hens I have.

ROOSTERS: Personally, I do not think roosters should be allowed due to the
volume and frequency of their crows. My understanding is the current stand in
Darien on chickens is if they are not loud they are ok, basically saying if you
have a rooster you are going to get in trouble and need to rehome the rooster.
That being said, chickens do not have external genitalia, and even
professionals are accurate only about 80-90% of the time. That means you
can pay extra to have the hatchery send you only girls, but still end up with a
boy on accident. Often you do not know for sure if you have a boy until it
crows at about 3-4 months old. Now comes the process to rehome which can
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take a few days to a few weeks at the most. So even if Darien passes an
ordinance saying ONLY HENS.... you will still have the rare rooster crowing
for a week or two before it is rehomed. And I would not be surprised if a few
of those owners request to keep them because they have been attached to
them for months. A simple no and reference to noise ordinance should be
sufficient to speed along the rehoming process.

NUMBER OF HENS:  Hens are small animals, the size of 6 chickens
combined easily only equals one dog. Most towns that initially started with
allowing 4 hens are moving up to allowing 6 hens. The size of a coop/run for
4 hens and for 6 hens is the virtually the same.

LIVING CONDITIONS: Most owners take care to have safe, clean and odor
free coop/runs for their pets. As with any pet owner, some are not good at
that upkeep. Those isolated incidents should be investigated after complaints
received, just as you would with dogs or other pets kept in the backyard that
are being neglected.

BEEKEEPING: This is on my bucket list of things to do in my future backyard.
Unfortunately, I live next to a school so I will not attempt my hand at
beekeeping until I move.

So, in summary, I think the current allowance of pet chickens as long as you
don't get a noise/ odor complaint should remain. Even if you regulate
chickens to just a few hens, you will still have the occasional complaint call
about accidental rooster and the occasional neglectful pet owner call.

Please keep me informed of the status of this ordinance review.
Thank you.

Elisabeth Monahan
1938 Manning Road
Darien IL 60561
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From: Sue Schemmer
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chickens and bees
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2020 6:04:57 PM

I think people should be able to have chickens and bees on their private property in Darien.  I
have neither but bees are beneficial to us all and raising chickens is a great hobby.

I can understand not liking roosters but the owner of the chickens got rid of the rooster.

Some people complaining about the bees probably do not know the difference between honey
bees and yellow jackets.  All over the Midwest, we are seeing an increase of yellow jackets
this year probably due to the weather.  Honey bees are harmless if not harassed.

Sue Schemmer
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From: James Freidag
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Chicken ordinance
Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 9:04:27 PM

I’m writing to have you consider  A few concerns when you create an ordinance

I am writing in confidence as we live next door to Melissa and Jim Harvatt  Our home is 1009 ironwood Ave.
Their backyard is our side yard  I do not want to cause trouble.  They are nice people.
My cell is  if you want to call to ask specific questions.  When you look at our home - your eyes are
drawn to their stuff in their yard including a big coop- the outside playhouse for the chickens when they are out of
the cage

This year we have had an unbelievable amount of flies.  We had to put up fly traps.  We can’t eat outside without
flies bothering us. ( more so than any of the 37 years we have lived here)

 I wish there  was some ordinance for keeping the cage clean and proper disposal of the “ waste” to prevent flies
and odor  They did get rid of their rooster which was crowing early am.  But they have 6 chickens.  ( It’s not a
country sized lot- the coop is near our house).  If they had the coop under their deck it wouldn’t be such a problem
and look neater. Or a privacy fence along the lot line

The chickens are let out of their cage and allowed to roam.  That itself doesn’t bother me -if they stayed in their own
yard.  ( it could  be prevented with solid fencing).  They have a coop but get the chickens out to wander  and eat
bugs etc. and occasionally clean the cage by putting another layer of straw). ( the chickens don’t know where the
property line is).  If you drive on ironwood you will see what I mean

I would suggest a limit of No more than 4 female chickens allowed.  Unless you have an acre or more of land.
Without limits they could Raise  50 If they wanted

Please drive by to see for yourself.  Look at other ordinances. Please require a privacy fence.  Require cleaning to
prevent rodents- flies- bugs and  to reduce the smells.

I would prefer for you to see this for yourself verses having us brought up.  Her side neighbor Karen is also upset as
her bedroom window is near her yard and a chicken laying an egg can be as loud as a rooster !
Address SMELL CLEANLINESS. # allowed. FENCING  Roaming chickens not fenced in.

If you look at who signed the ordinance you will see most names are NOT in Darien.
Marie
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jim Freidag
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Tom Belczak; Marie Freidag
Subject: Chickens in Darien.
Date: Thursday, August 13, 2020 12:32:57 PM

Chickens and other outdoor animals need to be regulated. We are directly influenced by the ugly coop on Seminole.
I am sure others in Darien are negatively impacted also.
1. This coop is 20’ from our house and 30’ from our driveway. The first thing we see turning into our driveway is
this coop.
2.  The resale of our house is and will be directly affected by this structure. Probably 10 to 50 thousand.
3.  FLIES!  We have lived on Ironwood for 36 years and never until this summer have we had massive amounts of
flies in and around our house. To the point we keep a fly seater out at all times, we have had to hang fly strips in the
house(great decoration when company comes over), and I have had to put fly traps outside on our deck so it is
tolerable when we are outside. I can show you how many flies are in a trap in just 4 to 5 days. Gross.
4.  SMELL!  We use our deck and outside backyard extensively. Now, we have gone inside a couple of times
because the odor was bad. We eat on our deck a lot. We have chose to reduce outdoor dining.
5.  Noise. Though the Rooster is gone, have you heard hens laying eggs? We no longer enjoy having our windows
open at night while sleeping. Between the clucking and smell.

Coop and chickens need to be regulated.
1. A permit should be required (Fee)
2. A maximum number of hens (4)
3.  An annual veterinary check should be required (it is for dogs and cats)
4. Coops (cages) should be required To be cleaned on a daily basis.
5.  Chickens (non-domestic) animals should be required to be in a cage 24/7.
6.  An 8 foot solid fence that blocks views of the coop from neighbors yards should be required.
7.  Coops (cages) should be required to be at least 10? from property lines and have same to similar building code
requirements as a shed in Darien.

Thank you for allowing me to express my opinion.

Sent from my iPhone
Jim Freidag
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chicken ordinance OR Ban chickens in Darien
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:06:24 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Marie Freidag <mariepchef@ >
Date: 9/5/20 6:40 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Re: Chicken ordinance OR Ban chickens in Darien

We are out of town for the weekend. Thank you for stopping by.  Will be home by Monday night.  I’m glad you could see for yourself. I appreciate that so much. My
cell is 630-712-7645 

Sent from my iPhone

> On Sep 5, 2020, at 4:42 PM, Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov> wrote:
>
> Marie,
> I stopped by your home this afand rang the bell.
>
>
>
> Joe Kenny
> Darien Alderman Ward 3
> 1605 Holly Ave
> Darien, IL 60561
> (630)334-2858.
>
>
> Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.
>
>
>
> -------- Original message --------
> From: Marie Freidag <mariepchef@
> Date: 9/5/20 2:16 PM (GMT-06:00)
> To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
> Subject: Re: Chicken ordinance OR Ban chickens in Darien
>
> Thank you Joe.  I’m very upset by the thought of 8 chickens.  The only other suburb that allows that is Naperville  A min 30’ set back from lot line. 6’ barrier
along the lot line AND 6’ landscaping of the coop at 75% is required in Naperville!!!!
>
> It’s obvious to me that probably the Chicken so called  expert-  heather conboy wrote this ordinance so that our neighbor could have her postage size back yard of
20x30 and a huge coop and that She could keep all of her chickens  and get 2 more!!  PLEASE. Visit our property 1009 Ironwood Ave to look for yourself.
>
> Also PLEASE LOOK INTO the kinds of illnesses can be transmitted from  residential chickens.  Right now Melissa is keeping her yard cleaner than I’ve ever
seen.  I’m very alarmed at what could happen when 8 neglected chickens live on top of us.
>
> My suggestion is either to ban chicken  altogether or LIMIT TO NO MORE  than 4.
> The fee of 25 will not cover Darien INSPECTING. Those coops. If anything it should be a 25 fee plus a 25 per chicken fee or 125  for 4
>
> Please promise us that you will drive by our home.  You are welcome to go on our back deck and see how close our table is to the coop as well. Thank you
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
>> On Sep 5, 2020, at 11:07 AM, Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov> wrote:
>>
>> Marie,
>>
>> I have received your email as well as a handful of other Darien residents. I will use all of the feedback provided to make an informed decision when it's time for
the City Council to vote on an ordinance.
>>
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>> Sincerely,
>>
>>
>> Joe Kenny
>> Darien Alderman Ward 3
>> 1605 Holly Ave
>> Darien, IL 60561
>> (630)334-2858.
>>
>>
>> Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.
>>
>>
>>
>> -------- Original message --------
>> From: Marie Freidag <mariepchef@ >
>> Date: 9/4/20 3:16 PM (GMT-06:00)
>> To: jmarhese@darienil.gov
>> Subject: Chicken ordinance OR Ban chickens in Darien
>>
>> To whom it may concern.
>> Chicken Ordinance
>> Darien “was” a nice place to live for 37 years.
>> I am hoping that Darien will either consider banning chickens altogether or create an ordinance that values the rights of residences who border a property where a
chicken coop is harbored.  A proper ordinance is called for so that property values will not decrease and public health will not be compromised. A proper ordinance is
necessary for a suburban community where houses are near to each other.  Darien is not a farm community.
>> Communities that surround Darien either ban chickens or restrict the # of chickens to under 4 hens.  In addition other communities regulate fencing, cleanliness of
coops, size and look of coops,  disposal of “waste”,  how close they can be to neighbors, registration of animals , permits, liability insurance, and many require that
adjoining neighbors sign off and agree to the chicken coop.  In Burr Ridge you must have a minimum of an acre lot and can only have 4 chickens, In Downers Grove
you need the permission of  100% of your neighbors and can only have 4.  Chickens are banned in Woodridge, Hinsdale, Elmhurst, Lombard, Lisle, Clarendon Hills,
Oak Brook, and Willowbrook.
>> Our neighbors who rent their home, put up a large coop in their backyard which is our side yard and front yard. They have recently added an “addition” onto their
coop without getting a permit. They currently have 6 chickens. There is NO fence of any kind between the coop and our house and our outdoor deck. The chickens
are allowed to roam outside their pen and wander onto our property, the sidewalk and they have been as far as 3 houses down from theirs.  At a minimum we ask that
a property that has a coop must have privacy fencing at least 6’ in height.  That would work to allow the animals to stay on their own property as well as preserve the
integrity of the homes nearby.  In addition there needs to be regulations of daily cleaning and disposing of the “waste” chickens create.  A limitation to the size of the
coop and that the coop must be aesthetically pleasing. IF someone fails to abide by the rules then there must be some repercussions and fines for not abiding by them.
>> I know that their corner lot- like many in Hinsbrook subdivision of Darien have the unusual property of the back yard- being a neighbor’s side yard.  In Hinsbrook
most corner lots have put up a privacy fence- not because of chickens but so that they can enjoy their back yard without being on top of their neighbors.  As you can
imagine- having a chicken coop makes that arrangement even more awkward.
>> You need a permit to build a shed.  There should be a permit needed to build a coop. There needs to be a limit of coop size and how close it can be to a neighbor’s
property line.
>> Looking at Western Springs as an example of an ordinance- Roosters are banned and they are allowed up to 4 hens.  Chickens are not allowed to roam.  The
chickens must be in a fenced yard. There are regulations on how the shelter should look and how close it should be to the property line and there is a fee.  Prior to
putting in a shelter – the owner has to submit plans – and have required inspections.
>> In researching chicken ordinances of other suburbs – there is not one that I found that would allow a configuration such as the coop that currently exists next to our
property.
>> IF Darien does not ban chickens- and IF Chickens are allowed- I would ask that they be
>> * limited to 4 hens and ban roosters.
>> * require a privacy fence that is a minimum of 6’
>> *That the owners of the chickens carry liability insurance specifically covering their  chickens.
>> *That inspections must take place and that the City of Darien have the means to inspect and license chickens and revoke them if non- compliance is found.
>> *That there be a licensing fee and permit required
>> * That the coop must be cleaned daily, and that all the waste be disposed of in a metal container with a lid.
>> *That the food be stored in a metal container with a lid
>> *That steps are taken to avoid infestation of rodents, flies, and illnesses associated with chickens.
>> *And that failure to abide by these rules would require the owners to get rid of the chickens and coop.
>>
>> I am saddened at having to appeal to you.  As a 37 year resident of Darien.  As a 30 plus year member of Darien Woman’s Club, and an active member of my
community- I am uncomfortable having to complain and ask for some help so that the value of our property is preserved.  There is a time and a place for barn
animals.  I know raising chickens is a new fad.  Please look into the ramifications of chickens in a residential area.  There are many things to consider and possibly
banning chickens altogether might be a more appropriate stand.
>>
>> Marie Freidag
>> 1009 Ironwood Ave, Darien IL
>>
>> mariepchef@ <mailto:mariepchef
>>
>> --
>> Marie Freidag
>> Independent Senior Executive Director at The Pampered Chef
>>
>> mariepchef@ <mailto:mariepchef@ >
>>

>
>>
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From: Whitney Kieca
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Backyard Chickens
Date: Thursday, August 13, 2020 1:23:47 PM

Hi Regina,
I saw the post in Darien's e-newsletter about backyard chickens and wanted to
email to let you know we have 4 egg-laying hens. They are confined to their coop
most of the day and get about 10 to 20 minutes out of their cage in our fully fenced
backyard to eat grass while my husband or I supervise them.

If you need to know anything else, please let me know.
Thanks,
Whitney Kieca
7210 Summit Rd.
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From: Jennifer Murtoff
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: chicken ordinance
Date: Saturday, August 15, 2020 11:44:04 AM

Hello,
My name is Jennifer and I saw on Facebook that Darien is considering an ordinance on
chickens and bees.
Since 2008, I have had a business in the Chicagoland area as a chicken consultant, helping
families and organizations with their flocks, giving classes, and advising on best practices. I
would welcome the opportunity to bring my experience to Darien's ordinance process. I have
consulted/testified regarding ordinances for a number of municipalities, including Baltimore,
MD, and I'm well versed in the needs of chickens, owners, and neighbors, as well as with the
common concerns that arise around chicken keeping.

In addition, I know a number of beekeepers through the Chicago urban agriculture movement,
and have a hive on my property.

Darien aldermen may be interested in attending the Chicago Coop and EcoYards Tour, Sept.
19-20. This annual event allows participants the opportunity to see urban and suburban coops
and talk with the owners about their experiences.

You can find my blog at the link below.

Thank you for your consideration!
Jennifer
----------------------------
Jennifer Murtoff
Home to Roost Urban Chicken Consulting 
My LinkedIn Profile
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Kristina Nemetz; Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Joseph Hennerfeind; Bryon Vana; Tom Belczak; Joe Marchese
Subject: RE: Concern | Chicken Coop on Seminole & Ironwood
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:37:33 PM
Attachments:

Good afternoon Kristina,

 

Thank you for your e-mail and we will keep you posted regarding the upcoming discussions.

 

Regina,

 

Please add this e-mail as backup.

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Kristina Nemetz <knemetz@  

Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:25 PM

To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: Concern | Chicken Coop on Seminole & Ironwood

 

Hi Dan,

 

I hope this emails finds you well. As you can tell from my work signature below, I am all too aware of what municipal

government looks like during a pandemic and especially in regards to resident concerns.

 

I grew up at 1009 Ironwood Ave. I lived in Darien from 1982-2002, 2005-2007, and again in 2017 (while we refinished our

home). My parents are Jim & Marie Freidag. I understand this chicken thing is causing quite a stir. My email today is to not

only express my sincere concern for this ordinance to be put in place, but for it to be developed to protect the adjacent
neighbors of both this chicken coop and others within the City limits. A privacy fence needs to be a part of this ordinance

and all current chicken owners should have to comply, nothing should be grandfathered in. This fencing should be at the

expense of the chicken owners not the neighboring properties attempting to protect the value of their homes.

 

When the chicken coop was going up, I had my reservations, but my parents are truly good people and amazing neighbors

and did their best to be supportive. They even attempted to mediate several times between other neighbors who were

bothered by this. They have taken to playing with the kids next door (Melissa’s), hanging out with them with the mom goes

MIA (lots of on record mental issues), invites them over for bonfires, they even helped Melissa and Jim try a new business

and they FUNDED their start-up kit. They still to this day snow plow the entire corner of Seminole and Ironwood, even in

their mid-60s, because they are just GOOD PEOPLE. Did you even hear my dad last night offer to build the fence himself at

his expense if the City would authorize him to? Unfortunately in the aftermath of last night, Melissa Goodrich has taken to

social media to shame my parents publicly which is total uncalled for and is completely out of line. You mentioned

Mediation at the meeting last night. I wanted to thank you in advance for taking this into consideration as at this point I am

thinking it is going to be necessary. I am grateful for City staff such as yourself who is willing to help stop situations from

getting worse.

 

You have a renter ridiculing and publically name calling, a longtime resident, senior couple. It is shameful and puts Darien in

a negative spotlight. I am honestly concerned for my parents well-being. She is not mentally stable. Her social media posts

34



are irrational, her recalling of events is false, her argument lacks any sound understanding of civilian rights. In one post she

cited this not being about the chickens, but about her “right as a millennial”. Many days the woman does not come out of

her house and her parents never leave her alone in the house unless her kids are gone. She has been diagnosed bi-polar,

police records probably will confirm this dating back several years even prior to her living on Seminole Drive on the other

side of Darien. The yard is rarely ever kept clean. Honestly since she called the Darien Patch to come out for the story, the

yard looks the nicest it has ever looked. Apparently it is “show time”, now that the media is involved.

Unfortunately for my parents, the media will stop covering this at some point and the yard without the restrictions of a

privacy fence will go back status quo. I hate the thought that someone else’s actions will devalue the hard work and

investment my parents have made into their house that they have called home since 1982. Let alone this could happen

elsewhere in town to another family or someone who isn’t willing to speak up. When Melissa stated last night having

chickens in the neighborhood would “attract younger residents” she is FAR from the truth. If you drove up to a home to look

at it and your future neighbor’s yard looked like the property that Melissa Goodrich lives at PLUS it had a chicken coop,

would you even go in the house for a tour? I am technically in that “millennial” age she is speaking of and I most definitely

would not even get out of my car no matter how great a house might look on paper.

Dan, I know your job is not easy. I know the chickens are probably causing headaches that were not required in a time like

this. I thank you in advance for your service to Darien and for your attention to resident concerns. I have worked with a lot

of boards and councils in career and it was nice to know that Darien seemed to have many even-keeled individuals working

and representing the City.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please reach out with any questions.

Kristina Nemetz
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Mary Sullivan; Joseph Hennerfeind
Subject: FW: Fly the coop
Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 10:24:09 AM

Please add to b/u for MS

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Mary Sullivan <msullivan@darienil.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020 7:36 AM

To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>; Tom Belczak <tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Eric Gustafson

<egustafson@darienil.gov>; Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>; Joseph Hennerfeind

<jhennerfeind@darienil.gov>

Cc: Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov>; Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Fly the coop

Good day.  I wanted all of you on Municipal Services to have this email from a resident
regarding the Chicken ordinance that will be developed.  Thank you.

Mary Sullivan
City of Darien Alderperson Ward 5

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kelly Glisan <
Subject: Fly the coop
Date: August 17, 2020 at 11:49:19 AM CDT
To: Mary Sullivan <msullivan@darienil.gov>

Alderwoman Sullivan,
Foremost thank you for your service to the community and in particular
Carriage Hill/Tara Hill.

I am writing in opposition to allowing chicken coops on the side of houses.
Frankly, I was astonished it is even being taken seriously to allow these in
the middle of subdivisions.  If members of the community want to raise
farm animals it is a matter of the most appropriate location. This middle of
a cookie cutter residential subdivision is not the place, this is not the

36



community for them.

With some people it is all about them, not about the neighbor or the
community. Darien is at a cross roads, do we want to be an upscale
community like Hinsdale and Clarendon Hills or do we want to be a
dump?  If a neighbors house is for sale at half a million dollars is their
house worth more or less money if their neighbor has a rickety dump of a
chicken coop 3 feet off your lot line on the side of the house?

It think both answers are self-evident truths.  My neighbor has sunk a ton
of money in their forever home, we have also. The homes are built lot line
to lot line to squeeze the largest home possible on the smallest lot
because property in Darien is so expensive.  Talk about "disrupting
neighbors" both of us would freak out if the other put some rickety chicken
coop on the side of the house off the lot line or even the rear. While we do
not have the proverbial "million dollar views", we probably do have around
$750K. views.

Lastly, I will readily admit I am never the smartest guy in the room, but
even I can see through and call BS to the disingenuous claim that
because of job insecurity it is necessary to grow your own eggs to defray
costs.  Really?  Members of the community can generally catch a dozen
eggs on sale for around $0.70, seventy cents a dozen.  How many eggs
can you really eat in a week?  Someone that can't find the seventy cents
in the couch cushion  could go to OLMC Food Pantry if the seventy cents
a week really makes the difference between going hungry or not.  In
addition, it probably costs more in feed, vett fees, time to grow eggs
yourself than it costs to buy them.  My wife loves to bake, it costs her $50
to make a cake from scratch that Wallmart sells for $20.  I am not buying
their contention that food insecurity is driving them to produce their own
eggs, they must really think we are..... brain dead.

I urge you to express vocal opposition and vote No to allowing chicken
coops on the side of houses.  There is a good article  noted below.

Addie is graduating UofI at Semester. She had a strong MCAT score in
the mid 90% so is now hoping to get into a medical school somewhere to
continue her education, but it is competitive we will have to see and hope.
Is Bridget graduating this year? Does Bridget have plans for graduate
school or will she be entering the workforce?  Bridget is a great kid, you an
Mark did a great job parenting.

https://www.thehappychickencoop.com/why-you-should-not-get-chickens/

Kindest Regards,
Kelly Glisan
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From: b57@
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Tom Belczak
Subject: City Considers Ordinance on Chickens and Beekeeping
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 11:56:10 AM

RE: City Considers Ordinance on Chickens and Beekeeping

Regina,
My name is Bob Stevens and I live at 7228 Leonard Drive and I would like to offer my
opinion on the ownership of chickens.

My neighbor directly west of me has chickens, there address is 7305 Richmond. I am
firmly against anyone having chickens because of the following reasons,

While chickens are mostly quiet they can be very loud at times, especially in the
morning. They can sometimes cluck for 30 minutes or longer. Compound this by
the number of chickens.
They can be very bad smelling, especially when the weather goes from cool to
hot in a short period. My back yard sometimes smells like the aviary at the
Brookfield Zoo!
I have noticed mice more frequently now that I have chickens as neighbors.
Roosters should definitely not be allowed. I had to deal with the noise all day
long for a couple weeks before I complained to the city. They were asked to get
rid of the rooster, which they did.

Another important issue is the number allowed. My neighbor has six. Also something
which adds to the above problems is other birds. My neighbor has six to eight ducks
to go along with the chickens. I think if there is a limit on chickens it should include all
birds.

Overall I do not think it is healthy to allow chickens or other birds, especially in larger
numbers. I guess if you allow chickens why not pigs and goats?  Not really the things
to keeps on lots as small as a quarter acre.

One interesting note is I called the city to complain about the noise from the chickens.
When a Community Service Officer showed up I was told there was nothing that
could be done because there is no ordinance about chicken noise. I really don’t see
the difference between a dog barking or a chicken clucking, they are both a nuisance.
If this is really correct then noise from any animals should be added to any ordinance
being considered.

If the ownership of birds, chickens and ducks, are allowed I think a periodic soil
sample should be taken to check for anything which might be considered unsafe. I’m
not very enthusiastic about 12 or more birds using a small area of a yard as a
bathroom. Some type of assurance of safety and cleanliness would be appreciated.

Feel free to pass this along,
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Thanks,
Bob Stevens
Down on the farm?

CC: Tom Belczak
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Thank you, 
 
Regina Kokkinis 
Administrative Assistant, Municipal Services 
City of Darien 
630-353-8105 
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From: Heather Conroy
To: Dan Gombac
Cc: Tom Belczak; Regina Kokkinis; Joseph Hennerfeind
Subject: Re: Village 8/17/20 Presentation-Chicken/Egg Raising
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 8:01:50 AM

Hi Dan,
 

As for the ventilation, 3 six-foot walls would highly decrease ventilation. This puts the chickens

at risk of overheating and even dying. I saw on other groups this past weekend some members

lost chickens from overheating. Chicken owners purposely build structures with a lot of

ventilation for this reason. Also, with less air flow that creates more possibilities for odor and

flies to accumulate. You want as much air flow as possible. Many chicken owners will add fans

to their runs to increase air flow for all of these reasons. I have attached some pictures for

reference and can provide more from my local members if you need more. There is also good

information in this PDF as well on ventilation: https://afs.ca.uky.edu/files/chapter7.pdf  
 

I dont think a fence should be required at all. It solves no problems and if anything will create

problems as I described above. The chickens are in an enclosed run. This ordinance is directed

to one current Darien chicken owner and only an issue because of a couple of complaints. 

Making a law for one person because of one other person is not a democracy.  It is not

Melissa's fault that her property is a corner lot. Her coop is in the backyard.  A fence like this is

not just and would only create more problems for both sides. Please allow this domestic

dispute to stay out of law making. 
 

As long as the chickens are secure in their enclosure, there is no functional purpose for an

extra barrier.  It doesn't eliminate the large structure or any other complaints that have been

brought up. You also do not want to shade them as they need 14 hours of sunlight to produce.

The trees are interesting, and I would like to know more about that idea...how far apart would

they be? How much does one 6ft tree cost (I'm thinking a lot)? How many is sufficient for

compliance? While I think that is an interesting option and would be better for ventilation...

depending on location and property and lines, it could be shading the coop which we try not

to do since they need so much sunlight. Shading the coop is not good for chickens, eggs, or

bugs. 
 

Sincerely
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7.1

Chapter 7 – VENTILATION PRINCIPLES 

A. Economic importance of ventilation 

temperature  air quality
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7.2

B. Air quality 

water vapor nitrogen oxygen carbon dioxide

latent heat in water vapor

ammonia
Dust particles

Microorganisms
Spores Aspergillus fumigatus

airsacculitis

microorganisms
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7.3

“The best method to minimize ammonia during the growout is to properly 
ventilate. Litter amendments can be an effective management tool to 
reduce ammonia, but they are NOT a substitute for proper ventilation.” 

Ventilation is an important 
consideration for controlling heat and humidity

‘respirable’ particles
‘viable’ particles

Endotoxins

Aerosol particles

reduce aerosol generation or reduce 
aerosol concentrations
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7.4

volatilization

. Ammonia blindness

cilia in the trachea

C. Air temperature 

homeothermic
internal body temperature

Birds do not have sweat glands
panting mechanism gular flutter

thermoneutral zone
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7.5

Figure 7.1 - Environmental temperatures and thermal zones. 

Note: Thermoneutral zone is the range of temperatures at which an animal does not have to 
actively regulate body temperature 

thermal comfort zone thermoneutrality
Broiler feed conversion 

deteriorates when temperatures are outside the recommended comfort zone

Broilers produce heat that must be lost to the environment to maintain constant 
body temperatures

Latent heat loss

Sensible heat 
loss

heat stress
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7.6

The right management strategy needs to be determined 
for each situation. 

Heat stress

even more costly is the routine loss of weight and feed 
conversion efficiency during less severe periods of heat stress

effective temperature

older data on heat loss have become obsolete

daily mean temperature
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7.7

radiant heat loads

A primary function of insulation is to keep the interior 
surface of the wall or ceiling closer to the interior temperature to minimize radiant 
heat loss from the birds

Radiant heaters

D. Moisture 

Relative humidity

E. Relationship between temperature and moisture 

Psychrometrics
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7.8

psychrometric chart

Dry bulb temperature 

Humidity ratio
moisture holding capacity

Saturated air

Relative humidity

Enthalpy

WHAT IS A ‘BTU’? 

B T U

SI Le
Système International d'Unités
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7.10

Figure 7.2 - Comparing Celsius and Fahrenheit 
temperature scales on a dry bulb thermometer. 

Figure 7.3 - Comparing dry 
bulb (on left) and wet bulb 
(on right) thermometers. 

Dew-point temperature

amount of moisture in the air

condensation

Wet-bulb temperature

evaporative cooling

Specific volume

Sensible heat

Latent heat
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7.11

F. Air exchange for temperature control 

Figure 7.4 - Sensible heat sources and losses in a poultry house. 

Figure 7.5 - Schematic of ventilation for temperature control. 
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7.12

G. Air exchange for moisture control 

Litter moisture indoor relative humidity

relationship between temperature and the 
air’s moisture holding capacity

, the moisture holding capacity of saturate 
air doubles for every 20°F temperature rise

Moisture

minimum air exchange

moisture holding capacity
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7.13

Figure 7.6 - The relationship between temperature and water-holding capacity of 
air.

Figure 7.7 - Moisture sources and removal in poultry houses. 

Figure 7.8 - Schematic of ventilation for moisture control. 
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7.14

litter moisture control

H. Air velocity 

a windchill

When interior air temperatures are over 
100°F, catastrophic broilers losses could result from operating ‘cooling’ fans 
without implementation of evaporative cooling

I. Ventilation system design 

Ventilation

Ventilation rate
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7.15

two basic functions Air exchange
Air distribution

two primary types of ventilation Mechanical
ventilation Natural ventilation

static pressure

Figure 7.9 - Schematic of a mechanically ventilated building and its components 

VENTILATION SYSTEM DESIGN VERSUS MANAGEMENT 

Ventilation system design

Ventilating system operation and management
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7.16

Figure 7.10 - Schematic of a naturally ventilated building and its components. 

design criteria 
Minimum ventilation rates

the minimum ventilation rate 
needs to be up to nine times the recommended minimum ventilation rate
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7.17

J. Mechanical ventilation systems 

static pressure

Figure 7.11 - Types of mechanical ventilation systems based on static pressure. 

negative pressure

positive pressure

neutral pressure

fans
openings heaters controls
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7.18

Fans

cubic feet of air per minute

Fan staging

Minimum 
ventilation

static pressure

inches of water column

manometer

Figure 7.12 - Manometer used to determine building static pressure. 
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7.19

Variable-speed fans
reduce temperature 

swings

revolutions per minute

Openings

air inlets

Continuous slot inlets
Bottom-hinged baffles
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7.20

Unplanned inlets

Even small openings, such as cracks in the structure and around 
doors, windows, and fans, can cause drafts and poor control of air distribution

air jet

Bottom hinged baffles

continuous eave 
inlets

Inlet placement
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7.21

continuous-slot inlets
interior ceiling slot inlets

Box inlets

Inlet area

Inlet opening control

Automatically controlled inlets
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7.22

static pressure
manometer

slot inlet

Passive automatic inlets

Restrictions to airflow

Upstream inlet restrictions

inlet vents to attic areas

Tunnel inlet openings
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7.23

K. Natural ventilation systems 
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7.24

sidewall openings
ridge opening

Advantages Disadvantages 

wind speed wind direction outside temperature
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7.25

Wind induced and buoyancy induced pressure forces 

wind 
induced ventilation

Buoyancy-induced ventilation

Figure 7.13 - Wind induced natural 
ventilation. 

Figure 7.14 - Thermal buoyancy induced 
natural ventilation. 
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7.26

Ventilation requirements 

maximum ventilation rate

Naturally ventilated building design 

Sidewall and ridge openings 
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7.27

opening sizes

ridge opening

ridge opening size

barriers

Ridge caps

upstands
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7.28

Curtains

Cables drop
cords automated winch
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7.29

Curtains are susceptible to several types of damage and need to be replaced 
periodically useful life

Double-hung
curtains

unfurl curtains periodically during summer storage months to discharge water and dirt 
and to dislodge any nesting rodents and birds

billowing

Steel cable

Drop cords
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7.30

Winches, cables, and pulleys

Flexibility

Controlling naturally ventilated buildings 

Automatic controls

Controllers Sold state controllers
computer systems
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7.31

ELECTRONIC VENTILATION CONTROLLER TERMINOLOGY 

Bandwidth

Cycle timer

Differential

Humidistat

Minimum speed

Minimum speed curve

Motor curves

Continued …

84



7.32

thermostats
set

point

ELECTRONIC VENTILATION CONTROLLER TERMINOLOGY - continued 

Multiple temperature probes

Offset

On/off control

Ramping

Relative temperature

Set point

Temperature averaging

Temperature curve

Thermostat

Variable speed controller
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7.33

Insulation 

insulated
helps prevent condensation heat 

loss reduce solar heat gain

Condensation

resistance or ‘R’ value

vapor retarder

Protecting the insulation from rodents
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7.34

Perimeter insulation

Heaters

Unvented heaters

L. Combined mechanical and natural ventilation systems 

mechanical ventilation is used for cold weather
Natural ventilation is used for mild and warm weather Tunnel

ventilation is used for hot weather evaporative cooling
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7.35

two sets of sidewall inlets
adjustable baffle inlets sidewall curtains

evaporative cooling tunnel
ventilation

adjustable 
baffle inlets curtain crack fixed board crack
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7.36

adjustable baffle inlet

curtain
cracked

Fixed board openings

cooling strategies

Tunnel ventilation high-velocity air

Fans

Evaporative cooling systems
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7.37

insulating value

House tightness

manometer or static 
pressure gauge

M. Emergency ventilation 

Poultry can 
survive only 20 to 30 minutes at temperatures above 97°F with still air.

electromagnetic,
automatic sidewall-curtain drop stand-by
electric generator
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7.38

alarm system Test your 
emergency ventilation and alarm systems regularly 

N. Fan selection 

exhaust fan

belt- or direct-drive propeller fans

resistance to airflow
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7.39

use only rated fans

Table 7.1 - Typical rating table for exhaust fans (Delivery rate in cubic feet per 
minute (CFM) at listed static pressures). 

CFM delivery
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7.40

ventilation efficiency ratio
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7.41

fan utilization factor

Variable-speed fans 
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7.42

O.  Fan accessories 

Guards

Shutters

discharge cones

inlet cones

aerodynamic stall

Stalling severity
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7.43

P. Maintenance 

Recommended maintenance schedule 

Every month:

Every 3 months:
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7.44

Every 6 months:

Every year:
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7.45

Principles of Measuring Air Quality 
Evaluating Livestock Housing Environments

Part 1 of 3
Eileen Fabian Wheeler, Assistant Professor 

Robert Bottcher, Professor, North Carolina State University 

Instruments for 
Measuring Air Quality,

 Evaluating 
Mechanical Ventilation Systems

Principles of Measuring Anything: 

1. Measure the right thing.

2. What is the instrument measuring?
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7.46

want

3. Understand how your instrument works.

instrument 

4. Question each reading.

5. Record your readings and observations. 

Now What? 

Resources for Environmental Guidelines 

Mechanical Ventilating Systems for 
Livestock Housing  

Natural Ventilating Systems for 
Livestock Housing  

Dairy Freestall Housing and 
Equipment  

Swine Housing and Equipment 
Handbook  

Special-Fed Veal Production Guide  
Dairy Reference Manual 
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7.47

Instruments for Measuring Air Quality 
Evaluating Livestock Housing Environments

Part 2 of 3
Eileen Fabian Wheeler, Assistant Professor 

Robert Bottcher, Professor, North Carolina State University 

Principles 
of Measuring Air Quality

Evaluating Mechanical Ventilation Systems.  

Environmental features that can be 
reasonably measured:  

Measuring Air Quality Characteristics

TEMPERATURE  

thermometer

HUMIDITY 

Max-Min Thermometer
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7.48

sychrometric Chart Use 

 sling 
psychrometer,

Sling Psychrometer 

Aspirated Psychrometer 

aspirated psychrometer 

hygrometer

Hygrometer 

Hygrometer Pen
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7.49

AIR SPEED 
anemometer

Hot wire anemometer 

hot-wire anemometer

 vane anemometer

Vane anemometer 

Small headed vane anemometer 
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7.50

Velocity manometers 

Velocity manometer 

AIR FLOW VISUALIZATION 

smoke 

Smoke Candles 

Smoke Sticks 

Smoke Gun 

bubbles
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7.51

 air speed streamers

Inadequate Adequate 
Streamers showing inadequate (left)  

and adequate (right) air speed 

SURFACE TEMPERATURE 

Infrared Thermometer

infrared thermometer 
.
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7.52

Gas Sampler Pump and Detector Tubes 

GAS LEVELS

sampler 
pump

detector tube

DUST

Summary

Principles of 
Measuring Air Quality
Evaluating Mechanical Ventilation Systems
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   7.53

air speed streamer
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   7.54

Instrument Measures Cost* 

Animal 
Envir. 
Spec. 

Cole
Parmer Davis Grainger 

Thermometer dry bulb temperature $15-50  X  X 
Max-Min
Thermometer dry bulb temperature $20-50 X X X X
Sling 
Psychrometer 

dry & wet bulb 
temperatures 50  X X X 

Aspirated 
Psychrometer 

dry & wet bulb 
temperatures $150-300 X X

Hygrometer humidity $40-60 X X X X 
(and dry bulb 
temperatures) (±5-7% accuracy)     

  $275-350+ X X X X 

  (±1-3% accuracy)     
Hot-wire 
Anemometer air speed $400-1000 X X X X

Vane Anemometer air speed $150-400+ X X X  
Velocity 
Anemometer air speed $16-20 X X

Smoke Gun visualize air speed $100 + refills X  X  

Smoke Sticks visualize air speed $3-22 each X X X
Infrared 
Thermometer 

radiant surface 
temperature $300-2600 X X X X 

Gas Sampling noxious gas levels $350 + $3.50/tube X X X

Manometer static pressure $40-100 X  X X 

Strobe Light fan rotation (rpm) $500-700 X X X

Tachometer fan rotation (rpm) $200-300  X X X 
*
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   7.56

Evaluating Mechanical Ventilation Systems
Evaluating Livestock Housing Environments

Characterizing a Mechanical
Ventilation System’s Performance 

Fan Air Speed 

Vane Anemometer 

Take air speed measurements at several 
locations across the fan area.  
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   7.57

Cross section of fan showing large variation 
in air speed coming off fan tips versus near 
fan hub. 

Inlet Air Speed 

Hot Wire Anemometer 

Correction of edge effect for air flowing 
through holes involves reduced effective 
opening area. 

Capacity of Ventilation System 
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Static Pressure 

Inclined manometer  
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   7.59

Air Flow Visualization 

Air flow visualization by positioning smoke devices 

Instruments for Measuring Air Quality. 

Fan Speed (rpm) 

Tachometers
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   7.60

Electronic tachometer 

strobe light 

Summary
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   7.61

Additional Resources 

roubleshooting Swin
Ventilation Systems

Mechanical Ventilating Systems for 
Livestock Housing  

Natural Ventilating Systems for 
Livestock Housing  

Heating, Cooling and Tempering Air 
for Livestock Housing 

http://www.abe.psu.edu/extension/
informationindex.html
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From: ELISABETH MONAHAN
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: BACKYARD CHCIKENS
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 8:45:14 AM

Good Morning-

I have recently become aware that Municipal Services is considering adding into the
chicken ordinance that the coop and run need to be fenced in on three sides with a 6
foot privacy fence. I am strongly opposed to this. Good airflow and adequate
sunshine is necessary for healthy chickens.  No other towns have this regulation
designed solely to block the view of coops from neighbors. This addition to the
ordnance could be considered cruelty to animals. Will dog owners be forced to put up
a privacy fence around their dog houses and runs because I don't want to see them?
No. Will parents of be forced to put up 6 foot privacy fences around their children's
playgrounds or pools because I don't want to see them? No. Will gardeners be forced
to put up 6 foot privacy fences because I think only grass should be grown in their
yards? NO.
I do not want a privacy fence in my backyard. I think you will find everyone who owns
chickens in Darien will be against this addition to the ordinance. Why is Darien
creating such an unprecedented rule about hiding chicken coops from view of
neighbors because ONE neighbor is complaining about a corner lot coop.

I am all for regulations, but telling us our beloved pets and their living quarters need to
be hidden from sight in our own backyard is outrageous. If Darien expects this of
chicken owners, then dog owners need to have 6 foot fences too. Any shed or
playground or garden that is not to my particular liking should have a 6 foot privacy
fence around it too. This seems to be an extreme measure effecting an entire town to
appease one cranky neighbor in the Seminole neighborhood.

I moved to Darien because they allowed chickens, I am extremely disappointed that
Darien is now considering making me hide my pets in my own yard as if they are not
worthy of being seen. very sad. Everyone has their own opinions on what is beautiful
and what is not. It should not be up to Darien to make me hide my beautiful coop.
What if someone complains about my house color or my choice of flowers in my
garden, or what style of playground my kids pay on, will Darien regulate those as well,
because if all it takes is one complaint, to set unusual and drastic ordinance, then this
is not the Darien I want to live in.

Elisabeth Monahan.
1938 Manning Road.
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From: Elisabeth Monahan
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: Re: BACKYARD CHCIKENS
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 9:53:53 AM

I would also like to add...
Why is Minneapolis the largest city in MN with a population of 430,000 being used a
reference for chicken legislation in Darien IL population of 22,000? Seems hand picked as no
other cities or suburbs in Illinois have this fencing regulation.

On Sep 1, 2020, at 9:39 AM, Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov> wrote:

Good Morning,

Thank you for your interest in the City of Darien.
Your comments have been received and will be included in the packet provided to
Council.

Thank you,

 
Regina Kokkinis
Administrative Assistant, Municipal Services
City of Darien
630-353-8105
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic
newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews

From: ELISABETH MONAHAN <lizzy.monahan@ > 

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 8:45 AM

To: Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>

Subject: BACKYARD CHCIKENS

Good Morning-

I have recently become aware that Municipal Services is considering
adding into the chicken ordinance that the coop and run need to be fenced
in on three sides with a 6 foot privacy fence. I am strongly opposed to this.
Good airflow and adequate sunshine is necessary for healthy chickens.
No other towns have this regulation designed solely to block the view of
coops from neighbors. This addition to the ordnance could be considered
cruelty to animals. Will dog owners be forced to put up a privacy fence
around their dog houses and runs because I don't want to see them? No.
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Will parents of be forced to put up 6 foot privacy fences around their
children's playgrounds or pools because I don't want to see them? No. Will
gardeners be forced to put up 6 foot privacy fences because I think only
grass should be grown in their yards? NO.
I do not want a privacy fence in my backyard. I think you will find everyone
who owns chickens in Darien will be against this addition to the ordinance.
Why is Darien creating such an unprecedented rule about hiding chicken
coops from view of neighbors because ONE neighbor is complaining
about a corner lot coop.

I am all for regulations, but telling us our beloved pets and their living
quarters need to be hidden from sight in our own backyard is outrageous.
If Darien expects this of chicken owners, then dog owners need to have 6
foot fences too. Any shed or playground or garden that is not to my
particular liking should have a 6 foot privacy fence around it too. This
seems to be an extreme measure effecting an entire town to appease one
cranky neighbor in the Seminole neighborhood.

I moved to Darien because they allowed chickens, I am extremely
disappointed that Darien is now considering making me hide my pets in
my own yard as if they are not worthy of being seen. very sad. Everyone
has their own opinions on what is beautiful and what is not. It should not
be up to Darien to make me hide my beautiful coop. What if someone
complains about my house color or my choice of flowers in my garden, or
what style of playground my kids pay on, will Darien regulate those as
well, because if all it takes is one complaint, to set unusual and drastic
ordinance, then this is not the Darien I want to live in.

Elisabeth Monahan.
1938 Manning Road.
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From: Heather Conroy
To: Dan Gombac
Cc: Tom Belczak; Regina Kokkinis; Joseph Hennerfeind
Subject: Re: Village 8/17/20 Presentation-Chicken/Egg Raising
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 3:01:28 PM

Hi Dan

A quick search on ventilation and chicken housing will bring MANY articles on it.

Most of us chicken owners use natural ventilation, meaning, open air/space without any barriers; so that there can be a breeze/circulation/air flow. Let me be clear, chicken coops and
runs are referred to as poultry houses, as the first PDF talked about. My main concern is based on property lines and houses, which seem to vary around here, and how close the required
fence or barriers will have to be to the coop. Some houses will be ok, some not. My other concern is the burned of time and money put on chicken owners and not other owners....like
dog owners. Also, Darien was a farming town.

Some links can be found on ventilation by clicking this link:

https://www.bing.com/search?q=ventilation+and+chicken+runs&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&pq=ventilation+and+chicken+runs&sc=2-
28&sk=&cvid=E6BBCF78A3CB407EA84B47C12A405F31

This is a great article as well as the ones in the list through the link above.

https://www.roysfarm.com/poultry-
housing/#:~:text=Well%20ventilation%20inside%20poultry%20housing%20system%20play%20a,Most%20farmers%20use%20natural%20ventilation%20for%20poultry%20production.

I would really have to research or have a chicken expert (yes, they have them) give me information or speak to you on the reasons why, but it is for the reasons I have already listed.
Maybe they can explain them more or in detail to you. I have one, she is a business, so I would have to see if she could speak to you free of charge regarding why fences or barriers
would be an issue.

Fences stop a breeze and airflow. That is what they are...a barrier. I don't see why that would be a law to have to have a fence or trees surrounding the chicken enclosure. This would be
an issue and not having other pets, such as a dog.... which could be dangerous and deadly depending on the dog if the leash were to break, are not required to have fences or barriers. I
have seen dogs in Darien with no leash outside on their property or in the backyard with no fence. This fence is for what purpose if the chickens are already in an enclosure? Is it for
Aesthetics only? What is the purpose of the fence/tree barrier? I wouldn't have so much of a problem with this if a fence or barrier was required for other pet owners.

I would however still argue the ventilation issues and that they are already in an enclosure. If this is only for Aesthetics, then whose opinion is that of? And does that
opinion represent the majority of Darien residents. I could put together with the help of others I know, a poll to see what other residences feel about the situation of having a chicken
coop visible or not and if that should be a law. I would think the village could create a survey for the community on this issue as they have done for others. Personally, I would love to
walk around and see people's gardens, chickens, etc. And I actually do! I know others in Darien that agree with me on this one.

When you start to say put up a fence or barrier, what's to say you can't still see it through openings or over the top of the fence? What are the specifics on the fence as in Aesthetics?
What if people have a funky color paint? Signs on the fence? Pictures on the fence? In other words, where does the Aesthetics line get drawn and who is calling the shots on that? Is this
what the majority of Dairen residences want (opinions) or is this piece of the law for only a handful of certain residents and their "standards". I would really like to see a survey on this
since it seems to me there is no physical reason for the fence or barrier. Actually, if anything, this makes me think dog owners should be required to have one. There are houses I have
personally seen that have large breed dogs and only an "Invisible fence" electric fence (which I actually am afraid of walking by).

This is coming down to a level of “I don't like seeing what is in your yard” based on one’s personal opinion.

Having the number of chickens and feet from property lines, that I can see. If it isn't visible how do you confirm if there is a compliance issue? I know we are agreeing to property
inspection if there is a viable complaint, but a locked fence wouldn't allow easy access or ease of just driving by and seeing something not in compliance.

For all these reasons, I do not want a fence or barrier law and I think that can open up a whole other can of worms. I do believe a law should have the majority of the community's
opinion on something like this, especially for a forced purchase on the owner... as well as time. With that, I would like to see a survey on the fence or barrier piece of the ordinance. We
are already doing things other pet owners do not have to do with certification and agreeing to those terms, number of hens, feet from property, and max on enclosure. I could create a
survey through online groups, or maybe this is something the village can do and we can make sure we get it out there.

The other option would be, not to make a fence or barrier part of the ordinance.

With that you have the support of a majority of the community I believe, but a survey would have to prove that theory.

Sincerely,
Heather Conroy

On Tue, Sep 1, 2020 at 11:04 AM Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov> wrote:

Hi Heather,

I have read through your PDF on ventilation and the document cites air ventilation specifically to poultry houses. Please forward the verbiage that relates to ventilation of chicken coops.

Sincerely,

Daniel Gombac
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Director of Municipal Services

630-353-8106

To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:

DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT

Follow the link and subscribing is simple!

https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews

From: Heather Conroy <hconroy333@  

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 8:00 AM

To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>

Cc: Tom Belczak <tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>; Joseph Hennerfeind <jhennerfeind@darienil.gov>

Subject: Re: Village 8/17/20 Presentation-Chicken/Egg Raising

Hi Dan,

As for the ventilation, 3 six-foot walls would highly decrease ventilation. This puts the chickens at risk of overheating and even dying. I saw on other groups this past weekend some

members lost chickens from overheating. Chicken owners purposely build structures with a lot of ventilation for this reason. Also, with less air flow that creates more possibilities for

odor and flies to accumulate. You want as much air flow as possible. Many chicken owners will add fans to their runs to increase air flow for all of these reasons. I have attached some

pictures for reference and can provide more from my local members if you need more. There is also good information in this PDF as well on ventilation:

https://afs.ca.uky.edu/files/chapter7.pdf  

I dont think a fence should be required at all. It solves no problems and if anything will create problems as I described above. The chickens are in an enclosed run. This ordinance is

directed to one current Darien chicken owner and only an issue because of a couple of complaints.  Making a law for one person because of one other person is not a democracy.  It is

not Melissa's fault that her property is a corner lot. Her coop is in the backyard.  A fence like this is not just and would only create more problems for both sides. Please allow this

domestic dispute to stay out of law making. 

As long as the chickens are secure in their enclosure, there is no functional purpose for an extra barrier.  It doesn't eliminate the large structure or any other complaints that have

been brought up. You also do not want to shade them as they need 14 hours of sunlight to produce. The trees are interesting, and I would like to know more about that idea...how far

apart would they be? How much does one 6ft tree cost (I'm thinking a lot)? How many is sufficient for compliance? While I think that is an interesting option and would be better for

ventilation... depending on location and property and lines, it could be shading the coop which we try not to do since they need so much sunlight. Shading the coop is not good for

chickens, eggs, or bugs. 

Sincerely
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: FW: Chickens???????
Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 2:22:38 PM

Please add to b/u for agenda.

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 2:06 PM

To: WOSTRATZKY Millie <mwostratzky@ ; Ted schauer <tschauer@darienil.gov>;

Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>; Lester Vaughan <lVaughan@darienil.gov>; Thomas Chlystek

<TChlystek@darienil.gov>; Mary Sullivan <MSullivan@darienil.gov>; Eric Gustafson

<egustafson@darienil.gov>; Tom Belczak <tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Dan Gombac

<dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: RE: Chickens???????

Mrs.. Wostratzky:

               Thank you for taking the time to share your concern regarding this issue.  While you have

noted one specific situation, this issue impacts more than the two families you mention in your

email.  We have heard from residents who share opposing positions on this matter, and it is our

intention to formulate an ordinance that takes these differing opinions into consideration.

               Our Municipal Services Committee will be discussing this issue and examining several

proposals at its Monday September 28 meeting to be held here at City Hall starting at 7:00 pm. 

While I would encourage you to attend that meeting, please be assured that your email will be

shared with the committee members as they deliberate and vote on this issue.  Please note that the

September 28 meeting will result in a recommendation(s) to the entire City Council which will be

discussed at and voted on at one of our council meetings in October.

               Again, my thanks to you for your comments; stay safe and best wishes.

 

Joseph A. Marchese

Mayor, City of Darien
630-353-8108
Celebrating “50” Years!

To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
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http://www.darien.il.us/Reference-Desk/DirectConnect.aspx

 

From: WOSTRATZKY Millie <mwostratzky@  

Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 1:47 PM

To: Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov>; Ted schauer <tschauer@darienil.gov>; Joseph Kenny

<jkenny@darienil.gov>; Lester Vaughan <lVaughan@darienil.gov>; Thomas Chlystek

<TChlystek@darienil.gov>; Mary Sullivan <MSullivan@darienil.gov>; Eric Gustafson

<egustafson@darienil.gov>; Tom Belczak <tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Dan Gombac

<dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: Chickens???????

To all concerned Darien Government Officials,

I have recently heard about the issue of residents having live chickens in a densely
populated community.  To me, this is outrageous.  These residents aren't even the
home's owners, but renters who probably aren't particularly interested, or care, how
this affects property value.  These residents have chickens, an enlarged coop (no
permit) with no fence so that chickens can meander on to neighbor's lawns.  Would
you want this next to your home??  I know I absolutely wouldn't.  I think that since
Darien's motto is a "Nice Place to Live", this doesn't cover growing farm animals.  I
implore you to establish an ordinance to ban growing chickens in our community.  It is
unfair to subject established homeowners to the annoyance that comes with living
next to chickens.  Again, how would you feel if this was occurring right next door to
your home?  Please settle this issue accordingly.

Sincerely,
Millie Wostratzky-32 year Darien resident
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens???????
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:05:24 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: WOSTRATZKY Millie <mwostratzky@
Date: 9/8/20 4:27 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: RE: Chickens???????

Thank you!

On 09/08/2020 3:08 PM Joseph Kenny < jkenny@darienil.gov> wrote:

Millie,

I have received your email as well as a handful of other Darien residents. I will
use all of the feedback provided to make an informed decision when it's time for
the City Council to vote on an ordinance.

Sincerely,

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.
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-------- Original message --------
From: WOSTRATZKY Millie < mwostratzky@ >
Date: 9/8/20 1:49 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joe Marchese < jmarchese@darienil.gov>, Ted schauer <
tschauer@darienil.gov>, Joseph Kenny < jkenny@darienil.gov>, Lester Vaughan
< lVaughan@darienil.gov>, Thomas Chlystek < TChlystek@darienil.gov>, Mary
Sullivan < MSullivan@darienil.gov>, Eric Gustafson <
egustafson@darienil.gov>, Tom Belczak < tbelczak@darienil.gov>, Dan Gombac
< dgombac@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens???????

To all concerned Darien Government Officials,

I have recently heard about the issue of residents having live chickens in a densely
populated community. To me, this is outrageous. These residents aren't even the
home's owners, but renters who probably aren't particularly interested, or care,
how this affects property value. These residents have chickens, an enlarged coop
(no permit) with no fence so that chickens can meander on to neighbor's lawns.
Would you want this next to your home?? I know I absolutely wouldn't. I think
that since Darien's motto is a "Nice Place to Live", this doesn't cover growing
farm animals. I implore you to establish an ordinance to ban growing chickens in
our community. It is unfair to subject established homeowners to the annoyance
that comes with living next to chickens. Again, how would you feel if this was
occurring right next door to your home? Please settle this issue accordingly.

Sincerely,
Millie Wostratzky-32 year Darien resident
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: FW: Ordinance
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 9:41:39 AM

Maybe a duplicate from earlier.

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:13 PM

To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>; Diane Noverini <dnoverini@darienil.gov>

Subject: FW: Ordinance

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Nancy Brogato <brogato@ >
Date: 8/31/20 4:26 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Ordinance

I love in Norman courts and we are Against raising chickens and bees!!!!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Vote NO on new ordinances
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:04:52 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Carol Norbut <c.norbut@ >
Date: 9/8/20 4:25 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Vote NO on new ordinances

This is to encourage you to vote no on the ordinance allowing chickens

to be raised in Darien as well as the one allowing bees to be kept on

Darien property. I am against both proposals and urge you to vote no.

Thanking you in advance,
 

Carol Norbut
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Bees and chickens
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:07:00 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: lawrence jostock <wernoz@ >
Date: 9/2/20 7:35 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Bees and chickens

Dear Mr. Kenny,

In our opinion, we do not  favor keeping bees and chickens in Darien.

Thank you,

Gloria Clancy & Lawrence Jostock
1431 Coventry Ct.
Darien, IL  60561
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens and Bee Hives upcomming Vote
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:07:30 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: JOSEPH VALO <jvalo@ >
Date: 9/1/20 4:55 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens and Bee Hives upcomming Vote

I am asking that you vote NO in regard to allowing Chickens and Bees to be raised in
the city of Darien. This is definitely not a rural community. 

Joseph Valo
Resident and Home Owner of Darien.
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens and bee hives
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:08:54 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: MARTIN GABRIEL <mgabriel1521@ >
Date: 9/1/20 10:47 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens and bee hives

I am a resident of Darien, Il. and I emphatically do not want chickens or bee hives to
be allowed in Darien. 
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: New vote
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:09:49 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: "James C. Williams" <jamescwilliams@ >
Date: 9/1/20 9:33 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Re: New vote

So noted. Thanks.

On Aug 31, 2020, at 7:16 PM, Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov> wrote:

Jim,

I have received your email as well as a handful of your neighbors. I will use all of the
feedback provided to make an informed decision when it's time for the City Council to
vote on an ordinance.

Sincerely,

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
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From: "James C. Williams" <jamescwilliams@ >
Date: 8/31/20 1:28 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Fwd: New vote

Alderman Kenny:

I also believe Darien is not the proper place for either chickens or bee keeping. They
are not consistent with Darien's general environment. I also believe their existence
would have a negative impact on property values.

Best Regards,
Jim Williams
1450 Coventry Court

Begin forwarded message:

From: Carolyn Williams
<carolynswilliams@ <mailto:carolynswilliams@ >>
Subject: Fwd: New vote
Date: August 31, 2020 at 12:51:07 PM CDT
To: Jim Williams
<jamescwilliams@ <mailto:jamescwilliams >>
Cc: Bonnie Kucera
<bonniekucera@ <mailto:bonniekucera@ >>

Begin forwarded message:

From: Carolyn Williams
<carolynswilliams@ <mailto:carolynswilliams@ >
Subject: New vote
Date: August 31, 2020 at 12:49:47 PM CDT
To: jkenny@darienil.gov<mailto:jkenny@darienil.gov>

Alderman Kenny

Although I appreciate the enjoyment of chickens and bee keeping by various people
and don't find either animal/insect undesirable, I do NOT believe Darien is an
appropriate suburb for either one of these. Properties and family homes are
comfortably close and allowing chickens and bees in such small areas would not be
in keeping with the harmony Darien has as a community.

Regards
Carolyn Williams
1450 Coventry Ct.
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens and Bees.
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:10:14 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: jjesamspop@
Date: 9/1/20 8:59 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Re: Chickens and Bees.

Thank you.

Sally

-----Original Message-----
From: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
To: jjesamspop@  <jjesamspop@
Sent: Mon, Aug 31, 2020 7:15 pm
Subject: RE: Chickens and Bees.

Sally,

I have received your email as well as a handful of your neighbors. I will use all of the feedback provided to
make an informed decision when it's time for the City Council to vote on an ordinance.

Sincerely,

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.
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-------- Original message --------
From: jjesamspop
Date: 8/31/20 1:53 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens and Bees.

Dear Alderman Kenny,

I currently live in a town home.  While I can see where it may be possible to allow chickens and bees to
be raised in a single family home and yard, I am against allowing it in a community living situation such as
a town home association where the occupants are in much closer proximity to see other and yard space
is scarce.

When and if an ordinance is written, please consider my concerns.

Thank you.

Sally English
1500 Canterbury Court
Darien, IL 60561
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:12:14 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Mark Costa <mckc123@ >
Date: 8/31/20 8:17 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens

Hi Alderman Kenny,

Hope this finds you and yours well. Thank you for your representation of our ward and your service to the
community.

I’m writing to you asking that City Council not create a residential chicken ordinance. I respect the educational
value, the food source (eggs) and whatever other reasons proponents advocate for. My biggest objection is to the
health risk to the community through bacterial introductions And other communicable transmissions in today’s
world present or that may lie ahead. I think we’ve all had enough of that. 

I hope we can curtail this movement and not let it be our “Sterogenics”

I trust you understand my position.

Sincerely,

Mark Costa
1438 Coventry Ct 
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW:
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:12:47 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Vivian <vhynes123 >
Date: 8/31/20 7:24 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject:

Sent from my iPhone. I understand a vote will be taken Monday night regarding the raising of chickens and bees by
Darien residents. As a townhome owner these critters would have to be housed closer to my home than would be
with a single family home. Please vote no. Thank you. Tom Hynes, 1501 Canterbury
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Vote re: Chickens being allowed in Darien
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:14:11 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: RENEE FIDANZO <renee_fidanzo@ >
Date: 8/31/20 1:35 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Vote re: Chickens being allowed in Darien

Hi,

I have never sent an email on anything like this but feel very strongly. I work behind
the scenes being a Social Worker/Forensic Interviewer working with children that
have been abused.  I have lived in Darien over 18 years and right next door in
Downers Grove another 20 years prior.  I love the city of Darien and do what I can to
always keep my area at the highest level as I feel it reflects myself and my neighbors.

I ask that you consider not voting for the approval of chickens in residence in Darien. I
think there is a place for everything and our homes in Darien is not the place. Once
you start to lower the bar you open yourself up to many other things that would bring
our home values down.

I did not want to take up much of your time. If you have any questions please let me
know.

thank you for all that you do. Please stay safe.

Renee M. Fidanzo, LCSW, CWEL
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Chickens and bees
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:14:33 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Jim Craig <pastorjimglcc@ >
Date: 8/31/20 1:02 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens and bees

Vote no on allowing both chickens and bee hives to be kept in Darien unless the homeowner
has a very sizable piece of property. There should be an ordinance specifying the exact
measurement of square feet required in order to have either.
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: chicken and bee keeping
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:15:56 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: "Toljanic, Joseph" <jtolja@ >
Date: 8/31/20 12:08 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: chicken and bee keeping

 

Hello Mr. Kenny,

As a long time resident of Darien, I wanted to express my opinion regarding keeping bees and

chickens in our city.  I disagree with approval of this ordinance.  We live in a suburban environment

and not a rural environment.  Beekeeping and chickens would detract from that suburban feel.  I

would also be concerned about the additional bees in the neighborhood that may sting my family.  I

am especially concerned about the chickens that I feel would create the potential for an unhealthy

environment.  I just yesterday heard a rooster crowing in the morning very close to where I live

which took me by complete surprise.  I do not appreciate being awakened by this noise.  I am very

concerned that if approved, this ordinance may lead to people choosing not to live in Darien which

could decrease the value of my property.  Please vote against this ordinance when it come up for a

vote

Thanks you in advance for your consideration,

Dr. Joseph Toljanic

1527 Brittany Ct

Darien

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

.. ..
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From: Joseph Kenny
To: Dan Gombac; Diane Noverini
Subject: FW: Voting for Chickens!
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 8:16:22 PM

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Bonnie Kucera <bonniekucera@ >
Date: 8/31/20 11:19 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Voting for Chickens!

Hi Joe,
I am not sure what to call this - so, I am not in favor of the City allowing Chickens or
Bees to be breed, living or cared for on residential properties.  The chickens will not
provide any type of value to the our personal or city property.  Perhaps even provide
a health concern especially airborne.  There are several type of farmer communes in
the area (way further west) that those that wish to raise or have contact with chickens
can visit or buy into.  Not sure if you are voting on Bees yet but so many people are
allergic I think it becomes a health concern.  I am not sure of your position on this but
giving you mine!

Take care.  Hope you are Lisa are enjoying this beautiful much cooler weather!

Bonnie Kucera 1427 Coventry Court Darien, IL  60561 
bonniekucera@
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From: Mary Belmonte
To: Regina Kokkinis
Subject: FW: Contact Us
Date: Friday, September 11, 2020 9:21:15 AM

 

 

From: postmaster@muniweb.com <postmaster@muniweb.com> 

Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 5:18 PM

To: Mary Belmonte <mbelmonte@darienil.gov>

Subject: Contact Us

ContactID: 87

Form inserted: 9/10/2020 6:17:21 PM

Form updated: 9/10/2020 6:17:21 PM

First name: Gale

Last name: Dyskie

Email: Gale@

Message: Hello I just wanted to give myt input regarding chickens. I see nothing wrong with
having chickens and there are many homes in Downers Grove which have them as well. I do
not see any issues with this and hope that you will make Darien chicken friendly

ConfirmUserPolicy: I confirm that I have read and understood the privacy policy statement.

Enter security code:
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Tom Belczak; Bryon Vana
Subject: FW: chicken thoughts
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:07:23 AM

Pls add to the matrix and b/u.

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:37 PM

To: Forward ForT Belzczak <tjbelczak@ >

Cc: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: RE: chicken thoughts

Dan

I think all of the communications you receive will be put into the packet and sent out at one
time so they are all in one place. Is that correct?

Bryon D. Vana
Bryon D. Vana
City Administrator -City of Darien, Office phone – 630-353-8114
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT -Follow the link and subscribing is simple!

From: Thomas Belczak <tjbelczak@ > 

Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:11 PM

To: Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>

Cc: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: Fwd: chicken thoughts

I received the following email; Feel free to share with other elected officials.

Begin forwarded message:
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From: <bill.christenson@ >
Subject: chicken thoughts
Date: September 15, 2020 at 8:09:44 PM CDT
To: <tjbelczak@ >

We were asked to contact you with our position on the chicken issue so that you have

input from your constituents.    First and foremost though,  we are concerned that

there seems to be a decline in polite neighborly communication  as a whole.  Or even

polite neighborly consideration.   We would want our neighbors to communicate to

find a solution that is considerate of all involved – it would have solved so much in this

instance.  

 

  That being said – we are for chickens,  but privately!  

I tried to research it and found:

An average chicken lays 5-6 eggs.  For a family of four -   30-36 eggs a week seems like a

lot of eggs -  6 chickens sounds like a starting point.

On average a chicken needs approx. 6sf/chicken for the coop and 10sf/chicken for the

run.  Again, 6 chickens seems like it would not be taking up too much space – (1) 6x6 =

a 36 sf coop with a run that is approx. 6x10 = so a total of approx. 100sf  

The problem seems as to be where it is located and who sees it…. To be honest, the

closer to their own house seems fair and a privacy fence seems like it would quell any

complaints.   

Layer Hens do not make much noise and if the chickens are given fresh ground ( 4-5 x’s

a week) there should not be a smell.

 

6 chickens per property that is of average size, less chickens for the odd small property.

A 20 foot or so minimum for the entire structure  from any property line fair?   Does

there need to be an understanding for movable coop structures?

A hard privacy fence  on any side facing another property or common thoroughfare.

 Landscaping is not a permanent solution for year round privacy .  I also do not foresee

owners buying plants that are full grown and providing privacy from day one.

Is a limit of One coop and one run per property reasonable? – ONE structure – owners

should think ahead and get a permit just as is required for a shed.

Licensing would give the city some control and compensation for dealing with

complaints.  

A Minimum # of licenses   - to be renewed each year would keep it from getting out of

hand, and provide for consequences if neighbor’s complaints are verified by city.

 

This is a fad – sooner or later, as little children grow and get involved, life’s busy

schedule will catch up with the least hardy of the chicken farmers and that will be that. 

Chickens are work, plain and simple.  If I were going to do it.. I’d move out to the

country where I could do it well.

I hope we weren’t too late.  Best of luck on deciding the future or rural Darien!

Anne and Bill
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Lee Pahr; Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Eric Gustafson; Joe Marchese
Subject: RE: Chickens
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:34:09 AM

Thanks Lee

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews

-----Original Message-----
From: Lee Pahr <leepahr@ >
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 10:22 AM
To: Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov>
Cc: Eric Gustafson <egustafson@darienil.gov>; Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>
Subject: Chickens

I am a Darien resident for the past 28 years.

I had spent 75 days this past spring & summer on an organic farm in rural Pierre, SD. While the farm had range fed
chickens, it was my understanding that the "city" of Pierre does not allow chickens to be raised/kept within their city
limits.

I went and sat in Darien Pool's parking lot and viewed what your current "chicken" debate was, 1st hand. I can't
imagine if the pool was open this past summer, what potential for, perhaps tragic, incident(s) could have occurred in
such a public/urban setting. Have you personally viewed the unappealing curb aesthetic. Aren't you concerned how
chickens can bring in additional predators and vermin to an area?

As a Darien resident, I would appreciate your debate in this issue to address ALL farm animals within Darien's city
limits, place minimum acreage verbage as well as "free range" not be permitted within the city limits of Darien.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Leonette Pahr
7828 Dorchester Lane
Darien, IL 60561
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From: Kristina Nemetz
To: Dan Gombac; Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Joseph Hennerfeind; Bryon Vana; Tom Belczak; Joe Marchese; mariepchef
Subject: Ordinance with Resident Notes in preparation for September 28 sub-committee
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:49:09 PM
Attachments: image011.png

image012.png
image013.png
image014.png
image016.png
image004.png
Attachment B - Chickens and Bees JH edits DG edits RK 09-02-20 w EDITS from RESIDENTS 9.6.20 (1).docx

Hi Dan,

 

Marie Freidag (my mother) asked me to forward the ordinance to you with our notes and suggestions for the Mayor,

Commissioner, and staff consideration. She is unable to reach her computer right now. Please confirm upon receipt that the

right column with notes and suggestions is visible. We spent a great deal of time consulting web references as well as

colleagues, other Village council people, veterinarians, and county officials in an effort to provide factual information on the

potential implications of this ordinance and how this can be amended to protect both sides of the “yet to be required”

fence.

 

Following the meeting in August I was under the impression there would be an actual mediation that would take place in

regards to this matter prior to the next meeting. It is disappointing to watch Melissa Goodridge continue to expand her

coop and plant ornamentals in accordance with this proposed ordinance. An ordinance she must think is somewhat final

according to her interaction with my father, and an ordinance she clearly knew about well in advance of my parents

receiving a copy to review. Not quite sure how this process is going, but from a fellow municipal employee’s perspective it

looks fairly “pro-chicken” driven. It seems pretty obvious there may be someone advising her of the proposal and

encouraging them to expand to meet these current conditions to have an advantage. I hope you will find the attached

notes, comments, and insight helpful in finding an equitable and fair ordinance for all residents of Darien.

 

There are reasons a majority of the Western Suburbs have banned or put severe restrictions on chickens. There is too much

risk for the community as a whole and not enough individual reward. Why risk the health and safety of all, for the loudest

chicken in the coop? It is a difficult balance to find. I don’t envy the heavy lifting and time I am sure you all have put in to

this issue.

 

You will find many of these concerns addressed in the attached. I am happy to provide input additional sources that are

required. I obviously have a vested interest in protecting my parents and their home, but also am happy to provide support

to fellow municipalities as fellow civil servant.

 

Thank you for your time.

 

Kristina

 

 

 

 

From: Dan Gombac [mailto:dgombac@darienil.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:38 PM

To: Kristina Nemetz <knemetz >; Regina Kokkinis <rkokkinis@darienil.gov>

Cc: Joseph Hennerfeind <jhennerfeind@darienil.gov>; Bryon Vana <bvana@darienil.gov>; Tom Belczak

<tbelczak@darienil.gov>; Joe Marchese <jmarchese@darienil.gov>

Subject: RE: Concern | Chicken Coop on Seminole & Ironwood
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Good afternoon Kristina,

 

Thank you for your e-mail and we will keep you posted regarding the upcoming discussions.

 

Regina,

 

Please add this e-mail as backup.

 

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews
 

From: Kristina Nemetz <knemetz@ > 

Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:25 PM

To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>

Subject: Concern | Chicken Coop on Seminole & Ironwood

 

Hi Dan,

 

I hope this emails finds you well. As you can tell from my work signature below, I am all too aware of what municipal

government looks like during a pandemic and especially in regards to resident concerns.

 

I grew up at 1009 Ironwood Ave. I lived in Darien from 1982-2002, 2005-2007, and again in 2017 (while we refinished our

home). My parents are Jim & Marie Freidag. I understand this chicken thing is causing quite a stir. My email today is to not

only express my sincere concern for this ordinance to be put in place, but for it to be developed to protect the adjacent
neighbors of both this chicken coop and others within the City limits. A privacy fence needs to be a part of this ordinance

and all current chicken owners should have to comply, nothing should be grandfathered in. This fencing should be at the

expense of the chicken owners not the neighboring properties attempting to protect the value of their homes.

 

When the chicken coop was going up, I had my reservations, but my parents are truly good people and amazing neighbors

and did their best to be supportive. They even attempted to mediate several times between other neighbors who were

bothered by this. They have taken to playing with the kids next door (Melissa’s), hanging out with them with the mom goes

MIA (lots of on record mental issues), invites them over for bonfires, they even helped Melissa and Jim try a new business

and they FUNDED their start-up kit. They still to this day snow plow the entire corner of Seminole and Ironwood, even in

their mid-60s, because they are just GOOD PEOPLE. Did you even hear my dad last night offer to build the fence himself at

his expense if the City would authorize him to? Unfortunately in the aftermath of last night, Melissa Goodrich has taken to

social media to shame my parents publicly which is total uncalled for and is completely out of line. You mentioned

Mediation at the meeting last night. I wanted to thank you in advance for taking this into consideration as at this point I am

thinking it is going to be necessary. I am grateful for City staff such as yourself who is willing to help stop situations from

getting worse.

 

You have a renter ridiculing and publically name calling, a longtime resident, senior couple. It is shameful and puts Darien in

a negative spotlight. I am honestly concerned for my parents well-being. She is not mentally stable. Her social media posts

are irrational, her recalling of events is false, her argument lacks any sound understanding of civilian rights. In one post she

cited this not being about the chickens, but about her “right as a millennial”. Many days the woman does not come out of

her house and her parents never leave her alone in the house unless her kids are gone. She has been diagnosed bi-polar,

police records probably will confirm this dating back several years even prior to her living on Seminole Drive on the other

side of Darien. The yard is rarely ever kept clean. Honestly since she called the Darien Patch to come out for the story, the

yard looks the nicest it has ever looked. Apparently it is “show time”, now that the media is involved.
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Unfortunately for my parents, the media will stop covering this at some point and the yard without the restrictions of a

privacy fence will go back status quo. I hate the thought that someone else’s actions will devalue the hard work and

investment my parents have made into their house that they have called home since 1982. Let alone this could happen

elsewhere in town to another family or someone who isn’t willing to speak up. When Melissa stated last night having

chickens in the neighborhood would “attract younger residents” she is FAR from the truth. If you drove up to a home to look

at it and your future neighbor’s yard looked like the property that Melissa Goodrich lives at PLUS it had a chicken coop,

would you even go in the house for a tour? I am technically in that “millennial” age she is speaking of and I most definitely

would not even get out of my car no matter how great a house might look on paper.

 

Dan, I know your job is not easy. I know the chickens are probably causing headaches that were not required in a time like

this. I thank you in advance for your service to Darien and for your attention to resident concerns. I have worked with a lot

of boards and councils in career and it was nice to know that Darien seemed to have many even-keeled individuals working

and representing the City.

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please reach out with any questions.

 

Kristina Nemetz

 

 

 

 

150



CHICKEN(S):

COOP:

FOWL: 

HEN:

POULTRY:

ROOSTER:
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APIARY:

BEE:

BEEKEEPER:

BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT:

COLONY (COLONIES):

FLYAWAY BARRIER: 

HIVE:
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HOBBY BEEKEEPING:

NUCLEUS COLONY:
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: gtag324@
Subject: FW: Coop
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 10:00:02 AM

Regina,

Add to backp.

Daniel Gombac
Director of Municipal Services
630-353-8106
To receive important information from the City of Darien sign up for our electronic newsletter:
DARIEN DIRECT CONNECT
Follow the link and subscribing is simple!
https://darien.il.us/reference-desk/directconnect-enews

-----Original Message-----
From: Thomas Gannon <gtag324@ >
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>
Subject: Coop

DAN WE DO NOT NEED CHICKEN  IN DARIEN.

Sent from my iPad
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From: Dan Gombac
To: Regina Kokkinis
Cc: Joseph Kenny
Subject: Fwd: Chickens in Darien
Date: Monday, September 21, 2020 7:51:18 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Date: September 21, 2020 at 7:49:03 PM CDT
To: Dan Gombac <dgombac@darienil.gov>, Diane Noverini
<dnoverini@darienil.gov>
Subject: FW:  Chickens in Darien

﻿
Tonight's communication 

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Date: 9/10/20 7:59 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephanie Kochan <stephanie_kochan@ >
Subject: RE: Chickens in Darien

Stephanie,

I have received your email as well as a handful of other Darien residents. I will
use all of the feedback provided to make an informed decision when it's time for
the City Council to vote on an ordinance.

Sincerely,

Joe Kenny
Darien Alderman Ward 3
1605 Holly Ave
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Darien, IL 60561
(630)334-2858.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.

-------- Original message --------
From: Stephanie Kochan <stephanie_kochan@ >
Date: 9/10/20 7:50 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Joseph Kenny <jkenny@darienil.gov>
Subject: Fw: Chickens in Darien

Dear Alderman Kenny,
I realized I forgot you in the address box.  So forwarding.

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Stephanie Kochan <stephanie_kochan@ >
To: jmarchese@darienil.gov <jmarchese@darienil.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020, 07:48:10 PM CDT
Subject: Chickens in Darien

Dear Mayor and Alderman Kenny,
I've lived in ward 3 for 40+ years.  I've never considered keeping chickens, but thought I
would comment on the ongoing discussion regarding residents choosing to keep chickens.

I think the Downers Grove model where ALL near neighbors have to sign off on them and a
maximum population is a good thing.  I also think some requirement about how far away the
coop must be from neighbors should be a consideration along with some kind of privacy
fencing or hedge might be appropriate.  

My daughter kept chickens for years, but they had a five acre lot with not a neighbor in
sight.  They are smelly, they do draw flies and the birds can wander.  A harder thing to live
with when most of our lots around 0.3 acres.  Please consider the neighbors of the chicken
coop when you create your response to resident chickens.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Kochan
1534 77th Street
Darien, IL
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TITLE 7: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

Chapter 5: ANIMALS 

7-5-1 Chickens

1. DEFINITIONS;

CHICKEN(S): the common domestic fowl (Gallus gallus domesticus) especially
when young.

COOP: Shall mean and include a coop, building, pen or other enclosure, with or
without an enclosed pen or hen yard that is designed, constructed and maintained
to confine fowl within the coop and to prevent access by predators and trespassers.

FOWL: Any domesticated egg laying chicken hen and shall exclude all roosters and
chicken hens that have ceased laying eggs.

HEN: a female chicken.

POULTRY: domestic fowl, such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese.

ROOSTER: a male chicken.

2. REQUIREMENTS; PEMITS, FEES & PENALTIES

a. The raising/keeping of hens shall be permitted on all single-family detached
single family residential zoning lots containing a minimum of six thousand
(6,000) square feet as an accessory use.

b. A maximum of eight (8) hens shall be permitted.
c. All hens shall be kept within a coop consisting of a covered enclosure/structure

with an attached covered/enclosed outdoor area to prevent hens from
encroaching onto neighboring properties.

d. An outdoor area a minimum of ten (10) square feet per hen will be required and
a maximum of two hundred (200) total square feet will be permitted for both the
covered enclosure / structure and outdoor area. The total height of a coop may
not exceed seven (7) feet.

e. All enclosures/structures shall be located a minimum of ten feet (10') from all lot
lines.

f. All hens and enclosures/structures shall be kept/located in the rear yard only.
g. All areas where hens are kept shall be clean and well maintained on a daily

basis, with little to no accumulation of waste. In addition, all areas where hens
are kept shall not produce or cause odors that are detectable on adjacent
properties.

h. All chicken coops shall require an approved 6-foot screening barrier, located on
3 (three) sides of the coop, within 5 feet from the coop and consisting of a solid
privacy fence or 6-foot high arborvitae spaced in zig-zag pattern as not to allow
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any portion of the coop to be seen. As an alternative, perimeter fencing around 
the entire yard – six (6) foot high fence shall satisfy the screening requirement. 

i. Humane conditions are to be maintained year round. 
j. Roosters are prohibited. 
k. Slaughtering is prohibited. 
l. No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks and turkeys shall be 

kept on the property. 
m. An initial hen permit shall be required for approval of hens, coops, and required 

fencing or screening. Permit application shall be authorized by owner of 
property. Permit authorizes City staff to inspect property for compliance when 
deemed necessary. Permit approval is required prior to obtaining hens. 

n. A hen permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five dollars 
($25.00) shall be required. A renewal permit shall be required each year 
thereafter, with no additional fee or building inspection required.  

o. A hen permit issued under this article shall be revoked upon the commission of 
three (3) violations within a period of twelve (12) months. 

p. Sales of egg(s) or hen(s) or anything related to chicken keeping are not allowed.  
q.  On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought into 

conformance with the keeping of hens regulations of this article. This period is 
for all purposes deemed an appropriate amortization period for each and every 
nonconforming property presently located within the corporate limits of the City 
or hereinafter located within the City by reason of annexation into the City of the 
lot or parcel on which the uses are located. 

7-5-2 Hobby Beekeeping 

1. DEFINITIONS; 
 

APIARY: A place where one or more bee colonies are kept. 
 
BEE: Any stage of the common domestic honey bee, Apis mellifera species. 
 
BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees. 
 
BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT: Anything used in the operation of an apiary, including, 
but not limited to, hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and 
extractors. 
 
COLONY (COLONIES): A hive and its equipment and appurtenances, including 
bees, comb, honey, pollen and brood. 

 FLYAWAY BARRIER: Barrier that raises the flight path of bees as they come and 
go from a hive. 
 
HIVE: A structure intended for the housing of a bee colony. 
 
HOBBY BEEKEEPING: The keeping of bees subject to the restrictions set forth in 
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this chapter. 
 
NUCLEUS COLONY: A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller 
than usual hive box designed for a particular purpose.  

2.   REQUIREMENTS; PEMITS, FEES & PENALTIES 

a. Bees and bee hives shall be permitted on residential zoning lots containing a 
minimum of ten thousand (10,000) square feet as an accessory use. 

b. A maximum of two (2) hives/colonies shall be permitted on properties zoned and 
occupied for single family residential uses. 

c. The hive(s) shall be located only in the rear yard and a minimum of fifteen feet 
(15') from all lot lines. 

d. A flyway barrier at least five feet (5') in height, consisting of a solid fence, tall 
bushes, the side of your garage or shed, or anything else that forces the bees to 
immediately fly up into the air and away from people adjacent to the beekeeping 
hives.  

e. Prominent signage warning of the presence of bees shall be required on the 
property (i.e., gate). 

f. Each hive shall not exceed five feet (5') in height, nor shall the land area 
designated for the hives exceed thirty (30) square feet in total. 

g. A source of water shall be available at all times on the property during the 
beehive's active months (March - November). Humane conditions are to be 
maintained year round. 

h. All areas where beehives are kept shall be clean and well maintained with no 
accumulation of bee combs, wax, etc., around the site. 

i. An initial building-registration permit shall be required for all hives and an 
inspection/approval is required prior to obtaining a beekeeping permit. 

j. A beekeeping permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five dollars 
($25.00) shall be required. A renewal permit shall be required each year 
thereafter, with no additional fee or building inspection required. 

k. All hives are required to register and maintain requirements with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture as required.  

l. Sales of honey or anything related to beekeeping are not allowed.  
m. On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought into 

conformance with the hobby beekeeping regulations of this article. This period is 
for all purposes deemed an appropriate amortization period for each and every 
nonconforming property presently located within the corporate limits of the City 
or hereinafter located within the City by reason of annexation into the City of the 
lot or parcel on which the uses are located. 
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Hen Coop / Hen Yard SPECIFICATIONS, REQUIREMENTS and GUIDELINES 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING (intake staff to verify required submittal documents indicated below): 
• Building Permit Application that is filled out and signed by owner.
• Hen Coop / Hen Yard Specification Sheet (both pages 1 and 2) filled out and signed by owner.
• Legal Plat of Survey that is to Scale and indicates All Existing Conditions.
• Site Plan (typically, a copy of the plat of survey) indicating the hen coop location and distances to lot lines

and other structures (i.e. house, detached garage, shed, etc.)

Hen Coop and Hen Yard Requirements 
• An initial hen permit shall be required for approval of hens, coops, and required fencing or screening.

Permit application shall be authorized by owner of property. Permit authorizes City staff to inspect
property for compliance when deemed necessary. Permit approval is required prior to obtaining hens.

• A hen permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) shall be required. A
renewal permit shall be required each year thereafter, with no additional fee or building inspection
required.

• An outdoor area a minimum of ten (10) square feet per hen will be required and a maximum of two
hundred (200) total square feet will be permitted for both the covered enclosure / structure and outdoor
area. The total height of a coop may not exceed seven (7) feet.

• The raising/keeping of hens shall be permitted on all single-family detached single family residential
zoning lots containing a minimum of six thousand (6,000) square feet as an accessory use.

• All hens and enclosures/structures shall be kept/located in the rear yard only.
• Hen coops shall be a minimum ten (10) square feet per hen, and a maximum 200 total square feet and

shall be located a minimum of ten feet (10') from all lot lines.
• No more than eight (8) hens per property.
• Roosters are not permitted and hens may not be slaughtered.
• All chicken coops shall require an approved 6-foot screening barrier, located on 3 (three) sides of the

coop, within 5 feet from the coop and consisting of a solid privacy fence or 6-foot high arborvitae spaced
in zig-zag pattern as not to allow any portion of the coop to be seen. As an alternative, perimeter fencing
around the entire yard – six (6) foot high fence shall satisfy the screening requirement.

• No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks and turkeys shall be kept on the property.
Sanitation requirements 

• A hen permit issued under this article shall be revoked upon the commission of three (3) violations within
a period of twelve (12) months.

• Humane conditions are to be maintained year round.
• Sales of egg(s) or hen(s) or anything related to chicken keeping are not allowed.
• All areas where hens are kept shall be clean and well maintained on a daily basis, with little to no

accumulation of waste. In addition, all areas where hens are kept shall not produce or cause odors that
are detectable on adjacent properties.

Attachment D
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Hen Coop Information: 

 Coop Size/Dimensions: ________ x _______ = SF (Max. 200 SF) 

 Height_________ (Max 7’)  

 # of Hens _________ (Max. 8) (NOTE: Roosters are PROHIBITED) 

 Distance to House ________ (Min. 10’) 

 Distance to Lot Lines _________ (Min. 10’) __________ (Min. 10’) _________ (Min. 10’) 
    Side   Rear   Side 

 Hen Coop Material ________________________________________ 
 

Example Site Plan 

 

100’ 

 

YOUR SIGNATURE BELOW ATTESTS THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IS CORRECT AND COMPLIES WITH CITY ADOPTED CODES 

 

 ______________________________ ______________________________  ___________________ 
AGENT Pinted Name   Agent Signature    Date 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________  ___________________ 
OWNER Printed Name   Owner Signature    Date 
 
 
 

This document is provided in order to administer general information pertaining to your Permit Application. Additional 
requirements may be applicable to this project. Please refer to the Community Development Staff for additional 

information. 
        

On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought into conformance with the keeping of hens. This 
period is for all purposes deemed an appropriate amortization period for each and every nonconforming property presently 
located within the corporate limits of the City or hereinafter located within the City by reason of annexation into the City of 

the lot or parcel on which the uses are located. 

10' Min 

60' 10'Min.
Permitted Area for Hen 

Coop/Yard

Maximum 200 square 
feet

10' Min 

Front Yard Rear Yard

Street

10' Min.

House
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BEEKEEPING, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________ 

SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING (intake staff to verify required submittal documents indicated below): 
• Building Permit Application that is filled out and signed by owner 
• Bee Hive / Bee Colony Specification Sheet (both pages 1 and 2) filled out and signed by owner 
• Legal Plat of Survey that is Scale and indicates All Existing Conditions 
• Site Plan (typically, a copy of the plat of survey) indicating the bee hive location and distances to lot lines 

and other structures (i.e. house, detached garage, shed, etc.) 
 

Bee Hive and Colony Yard Requirements 
• Maximum of two (2) bee hives/colonies shall be permitted on residential zoning lots containing a 

minimum of ten thousand (10,000) square feet as an accessory use-hives/colony yards shall occur only 
in rear yards of single family properties. 

• The hive(s) shall be located only in the rear yard and a minimum of fifteen feet (15') from all lot lines. 
• A flyway barrier at least five feet (5') in height, consisting of a solid fence, tall bushes, the side of your 

garage or shed, or anything else that forces the bees to immediately fly up into the air and away from 
people adjacent to the beekeeping hives.  

• Prominent signage warning of the presence of bees shall be required on the property (i.e., gate). 
• Each hive shall not exceed five feet (5') in height, nor shall the land area designated for the hives exceed 

thirty (30) square feet in total. 
• An initial building-registration permit shall be required for all hives and an inspection/approval is 

required prior to obtaining a beekeeping permit. 
• A beekeeping permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) shall be 

required. A renewal permit shall be required each year thereafter, with no additional fee or building 
inspection required. 

 
Sanitation requirements 
• A source of water shall be available at all times on the property during the beehive's active months 

(March - November). Humane conditions are to be maintained year round. 
• All areas where beehives are kept shall be clean and well maintained with no accumulation of bee 

combs, wax, etc., around the site. 
• All hives are required to register and maintain requirements with the Illinois Department of Agriculture 

as required.  
• Sales of honey or anything related to beekeeping are not allowed.  

  
 

On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought into conformance with the 
hobby beekeeping regulations of this article. This period is for all purposes deemed an appropriate 

amortization period for each and every nonconforming property presently located within the corporate 
limits of the City or hereinafter located within the City by reason of annexation into the City of the lot or 

parcel on which the uses are located. 
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BEEKEEPING PERMIT PERMIT FEE $25.00

ZONING 
DISTRICT

LOT SQ FT*

SIDE (ft) REAR (ft) SIDE (ft) SIDE REAR SIDE

5' TALL 
FLYAWAY 

ZONE

5' TALL 
FLYAWAY 

ZONE

15' 15'
15' Min 

100'

15' Min 

Front Yard 15' 15' Rear Yard

100'

1st Violation 2nd Violation 3rd Violation Revoked Removed

APPROVED BY: DATE:

1.  ADDRESS AND APPLICANT INFORMATION

FULL NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (H) PHONE (C)

EMAIL

2.  OWNER INFORMATION WHEN APPLICANT IS NOT OWNER

FULL NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (H) PHONE (C)

EMAIL

3.  PROPERTY INFORMATION (SITE PLAN REQUIRED)

R1     R2     R3     SINGLE FAMILY                                         
DETACHED                                

Applicant and Owner agree to allow City staff personnel to access the property for the purpose of verifying complaince with all 
applicable codes.                                                                                               

BY SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT, I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO THE CONDITIONS SET FORTH.

* minimum lot size 10,000 
square feet # OF COLONIES* * Maximum of 2

4.  COLONY INFORMATION 

15' Min.
House

OFFICE USE ONLY

APPLICANT: DATE:

OWNER: DATE:

SETBACK DISTANCE   1                                                               
(minimum 15' to property line)

SETBACK DISTANCE   2                                                              
(minimum 15' to property line)

5.  VERIFICATION
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CITY OF DARIEN 

DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII OF THE DARIEN CITY CODE 
“HEALTH AND SANITATION” 

ADOPTED BY THE 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE 

CITY OF DARIEN 

THIS DAY OF , 2020 

Published in pamphlet form by authority of 
the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Darien, DuPage County, Illinois, and this 
____day of ____________, 2020. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII OF THE DARIEN CITY CODE, 
 

“HEALTH AND SANITATION” 
 

WHEREAS, residents of the City have expressed interest in raising domesticated egg-laying 

chickens and engaging in the hobby of bee keeping on residential property; and 

WHEREAS, these matters are not addressed by the Darien City Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have concluded that allowing such activities on 

certain residential property, subject to appropriate regulation, is reasonable;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN THE EXERCISE OF ITS HOME RULE 

POWERS as follows: 

SECTION 1: Title VII, “Health and Sanitation” Amended. Title VII of the Darien City 

Code, “Health and Sanitation,” is hereby amended by adding the following Chapter 5,  

“Animals”: 

TITLE 7: HEALTH AND SANITATION 
 
Chapter 5: ANIMALS 
 
7-5-1 Chickens 
 
1. DEFINITIONS: 

 
CHICKEN(S): the common domestic fowl. 
 
COOP: Shall mean and include a coop, building, pen or other enclosure, with or 

without an enclosed pen or hen yard that is designed, constructed and 
maintained to confine fowl within the coop and to prevent access by 
predators and trespassers. 

 
FOWL: Any domesticated egg-laying chicken hen and shall exclude all roosters 

and chicken hens that have ceased laying eggs. 
 
HEN: a female chicken. 
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POULTRY: domestic fowl, such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, and geese. 
 
ROOSTER: a male chicken. 
 
2. REQUIREMENTS; PERMITS, FEES & PENALTIES 
 
a. The raising/keeping of hens shall be permitted on all single-family detached 

single family residential zoning lots containing a minimum of six thousand 
(6,000) square feet as an accessory use. 
 

b. A maximum of eight (8) hens shall be permitted. 
 

c. All hens shall be kept within a coop consisting of a covered 
enclosure/structure with an attached covered/enclosed outdoor area to 
prevent hens from encroaching onto neighboring properties. 
 

d. An outdoor area a minimum of ten (10) square feet per hen will be required 
and a maximum of two hundred (200) total square feet will be permitted for 
both the covered enclosure / structure and outdoor area. The total height of 
a coop may not exceed seven (7) feet. 
 

e. All enclosures/structures shall be located a minimum of ten feet (10') from 
all lot lines. 
 

f. All hens and enclosures/structures shall be kept/located in the rear yard 
only. 
 

g. All areas where hens are kept shall be clean and well maintained on a daily 
basis, with little to no accumulation of waste. In addition, all areas where 
hens are kept shall not produce or cause odors that are detectable on adjacent  
properties. 
 

h. All chicken coops shall require an approved 6-foot screening barrier,  
located on 3 (three) sides of the coop, within 5 feet from the coop and 
consisting of a solid privacy fence or 6-foot high arborvitae spaced in zig-
zag pattern as not to allow any portion of the coop to be seen. As an 
alternative, perimeter fencing around the entire yard – six (6) foot high fence 
shall satisfy the screening requirement. 
 

i. Humane conditions are to be maintained year round. 
 

j. Roosters are prohibited. 
 

k. Slaughtering is prohibited. 
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l. No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks and turkeys shall 
be kept on the property. 
 

m. An initial hen permit shall be required for approval of hens, coops, and 
required fencing or screening. Permit application shall be authorized by 
owner of property. The issuance of a permit shall authorize City staff to 
inspect property for compliance when deemed necessary. Permit approval 
is required prior to obtaining hens. 
 

n. A hen permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five dollars  
($25.00) shall be required. A renewal permit shall be required each year 
thereafter, with no additional fee or building inspection required.  
 

o. A hen permit issued under this article shall be revoked upon the commission 
of three (3) violations within a period of twelve (12) months. 
 

p. Sales of egg(s) or hen(s) or anything related to chicken keeping are not 
allowed.  
 

q.   On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought 
into conformance with the keeping of hens regulations of this article. This 
period is for all purposes deemed an appropriate amortization period for 
each and every nonconforming property presently located within the 
corporate limits of the City or hereinafter located within the City by reason 
of annexation into the City of the lot or parcel on which the uses are located. 

 
7-5-2 Hobby Beekeeping 
 
1. DEFINITIONS: 
 
APIARY: A place where one or more bee colonies are kept. 

 
BEE: Any stage of the common domestic honey bee, Apis mellifera species. 

 
BEEKEEPER: A person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees. 
 
BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT: Anything used in the operation of an apiary, 

including, but not limited to, hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom 
boards and extractors. 

 
COLONY (COLONIES): A hive and its equipment and appurtenances, including 

bees, comb, honey, pollen and brood. 
 
FLYWAY BARRIER: Barrier that raises the flight path of bees as they come and go 

from a hive. 
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HIVE: A structure intended for the housing of a bee colony. 
 
HOBBY BEEKEEPING: The keeping of bees subject to the restrictions set forth in 

this chapter. 
 
NUCLEUS COLONY: A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller 

than usual hive box designed for a particular purpose. 
  
2.   REQUIREMENTS; PERMITS, FEES & PENALTIES 
 
a. Bees and bee hives shall be permitted on residential zoning lots containing 

a minimum of ten thousand (10,000) square feet as an accessory use. 
 

b. A maximum of two (2) hives/colonies shall be permitted on properties 
zoned and occupied for single family residential uses. 
 

c. The hive(s) shall be located only in the rear yard and a minimum of fifteen 
feet (15') from all lot lines. 
 

d. A flyway barrier at least five feet (5’) in height, consisting of a sold fence, 
tall bushes, the side of your garage or shed, or anything else that forces the 
bees to immediately fly up into the air away from people adjacent to the 
beekeeping hives. 
 

e. Prominent signage warning of the presence of bees shall be required on the 
property (i.e., gate). 
 

f. Each hive shall not exceed five feet (5') in height, nor shall the land area 
designated for the hives exceed thirty (30) square feet in total. 
 

g. A source of water shall be available at all times on the property during the 
beehive's active months (March - November). Humane conditions are to be 
maintained year round. 

h. All areas where beehives are kept shall be clean and well maintained with 
no accumulation of bee combs, wax, etc., around the site. 
 

i. An initial building-registration permit shall be required for all hives and an 
inspection/approval is required prior to obtaining a beekeeping permit. 
 

j. A beekeeping permit issued by the City with a one-time fee of twenty five 
dollars ($25.00) shall be required. A renewal permit shall be required each 
year thereafter, with no additional fee or building inspection required. 
 

k. All hives are required to register and maintain requirements with the Illinois  
Department of Agriculture as required. 
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l. Sales of honey or anything related to beekeeping are not allowed.  
 

m. On or prior to May 1, 2021 all nonconforming properties must be brought 
into conformance with the hobby beekeeping regulations of this article. This 
period is for all purposes deemed an appropriate amortization period for 
each and every nonconforming property presently located within the 
corporate limits of the City or hereinafter located within the City by reason 
of annexation into the City of the lot or parcel on which the uses are located. 

 
 SECTION 2: Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its passage and approval as provided by law.   

 PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DARIEN,  

DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, this  day of     , 2020. 

AYES:   

NAYS:   

ABSENT:   

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DARIEN, DU PAGE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, this  day of    , 2020. 

 

         
                 JOSEPH MARCHESE, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
       
    JOANNE E. RAGONA, CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       
                 CITY ATTORNEY 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF DARIEN 

MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
July 20, 2020  

PRESENT: Alderman Thomas Belczak -Chairman, Alderman Eric Gustafson, 
Alderman Joseph Kenny, Dan Gombac – Director, Joe Hennerfeind – Senior Planner 

ABSENT: None 

ESTABLISH QUORUM 

Chairperson Thomas Belczak called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. at City Hall Council 
Chambers, Darien, Illinois and declared a quorum present. 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Ordinance – Petitioner RETHINK Electric seeks approval to vary Section 5A-5-
9-8(B) 5 of the City Zoning Code for relief from the screening requirement for
non-flush mounted solar panels at 8131 Lemont Road in Darien, Illinois.

Mr. Dan Gombac, Director reported that the Safeguard Self-Storage facility building sits 
approximately 75 feet from the primary Lemont Road frontage, and 100 feet from the north 
road frontage. He reported that the building is unique in that there is no parapet wall at the 
cap of the building. He explained that Parapet walls typically extend higher than the roof and 
are often constructed to screen various types of rooftop equipment.  

Mr. Gombac reported that the petitioner, Safeguard Self Storage and RETHINK Electric propose 
to install a solar array in the flat roof of the building.  

Mr. Gombac reported that solar panels installed on a flat roof must be installed at an angle, and 
although not excessive in height, are approximately 14 inches off the roof at the highest point.  
He further reported that the Code states that panels on a flat roof that are not flush-mounted 
must have a parapet or screening wall between the panels and the adjacent street and said 
parapet or screening wall must be at least as high as the panels. Mr. Gombac reported that 14 
inches in height and without parapet wall on the building to properly screen the panels, the 
installation cannot occur without a variation. 

Mr. Gombac reported that the PZC approved the petition at their meeting.  He reported that the 
petitioner provided attachments showing how the panels will look have been provided in the 
packet.   

Alderman Gustafson stated that the panels will not be seen and that he has no issues. 

Mr. Gombac reported that this is first of its kind. 

Alderman Belczak made a motion and it was seconded by Alderman Gustafson 
approval of an Ordinance to vary Section 5A-5-9-8(B) 5 of the City Zoning Code for 
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relief from the screening requirement for non-flush mounted solar panels at 8131 
Lemont Road in Darien, Illinois. 
 
Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
b.  Minutes – June 15, 2020 Municipal Services Committee 
 
There was no one in the audience wishing to present public comment. 
 
Alderman Gustafson made a motion and it was seconded by Alderman Kenny 
approval of the June 15, 2020 Municipal Services Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 
Upon voice vote, the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
Mr. Gombac had no report.  
 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING  
 
Chairperson Belczak announced that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 24, 2020.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Kenny made a motion and 
it was seconded by Alderman Gustafson to adjourn. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION 
CARRIED unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  
 
 
 
____________________________    ______________________________ 
Thomas Belczak                Eric Gustafson  
Chairman        Alderman  
 
 
____________________________    
Joseph Kenny 
Alderman 
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