
Environmental Committee 
October 23, 2017 

7:00 p.m. – Police Training Room 

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment

3. Introduction –

4. Committee Items
a. DuPage County Stormwater Management

b. Wetlands

c. Hinsdale South Pumpkin Collection – Recycling Event

5. New Business/Old Business

6. Next Meeting

7. Adjournment



 
City of Darien 

 
 
 
TO:  Environmental Committee Members 
 
FROM:  Lisa Klemm, Liaison Environmental Committee 
 
DATE:  October 23, 2017 
 
RE:  DuPage County Stormwater Management –  

Draft Sawmill Creek Water Quality Watershed-Based Plans  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Earlier this month, the DuPage County Stormwater Management Planning Committee voted to 
open the public comment period for the draft Sawmill Creek Water Quality Watershed-Based 
Plans. A watershed approach is a flexible framework for managing water resource quality and 
quantity within specified drainage areas. 
 
The Sawmill Creek Watershed drains approximately 12.5 square miles and encompasses the 
towns of Darien, Burr Ridge, Woodridge, Downers Grove, Willowbrook, Lemont, 
unincorporated DuPage County and the federally owned land, Argonne National Laboratory.  
The mission for Sawmill Creek is to improve the stream depth and velocity patterns, flow 
regime alterations as well as biological oxygen demand, total phosphorous, total nitrogen, and 
total suspended solids and strive to reduce chemical pollutants.  
 
The draft watershed plan is attached for your review.  On Thursday, October 26, 2017, DuPage 
County Stormwater Management will hold a public meeting to discuss the draft watershed plan 
at Darien City Hall from noon to 1:00 p.m.  All comments on the draft watershed plan must be 
submitted in writing as indicated on the attached News Release by the close of business 
Monday, November 6, 2017.   
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DU PAGE COUNTY  

NEWS RELEASE 
421 N. County Farm Road, Wheaton, Illinois 60187 (630) 407-6060  

Website: WWW.DUPAGECO.ORG Twitter: @dupagecounty Facebook: DuPage County Board 

For Immediate Release                 Contact: Mary Mitros 
October 11, 2017           630-407-6706 

DuPage County Stormwater Management Opens Public 
Comment Period for Water Quality Watershed Plan 

 
Wheaton, IL – The DuPage County Stormwater Management Planning Committee voted 
in October to open the public comment period for the draft Sawmill Creek Water Quality 
Watershed-Based Plans. The public comment period will be open through November 6.  
 
The plans outline projects and programs that may improve water quality throughout the 
Sawmill Creek Watershed, which encompasses portions of Burr Ridge, Darien, Downers 
Grove, Lemont, Willowbrook, Woodridge and Unincorporated DuPage County. Once 
both DuPage County and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) approve 
the draft plan, the County, municipalities and other private and public stakeholders may 
apply for IEPA grant funding to carry out initiatives identified in the plan.  
 
DuPage County Stormwater Management will also hold a public meeting to discuss the 
draft watershed plan on Thursday, October 26, 2017 from noon to 1:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber at Darien City Hall (1702 Plainfield Road). 
 
The draft watershed plan is available online at 
http://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/6597/. In addition, hard copies 
are available for review at DuPage County’s Administration Building during normal 
business hours from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 
Comments on the draft watershed plan must be submitted in writing by the close of 
business on November 6, 2017. Comments may be submitted via email to 
Water.Quality@dupageco.org or by mail to Mary Beth Falsey, c/o Department of 
Stormwater Management, 421 North County Farm Rd., Wheaton, IL 60187. 
 

### 
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City of Darien 

 
TO:  Environmental Committee Members 
 
FROM:  Lisa Klemm, Liaison Environmental Committee 
 
DATE:  October 23, 2017 
 
RE:  Wetlands  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
The City of Darien has numerous wetland and special management areas to promote natural 
and ecological habitants as well as promote native plantings. The plantings allow for additional 
filtration of storm water control thus reducing downstream pollutants.  Below is general 
information regarding wetlands. 
 
Wetlands are the link between land and water, and are some of the most productive ecosystems 
in the world. Some common names for different types of wetlands are swamp, marsh and bog. 
Depending on the type of wetland, it may be filled mostly with trees, grasses, shrubs or moss. To 
be called a wetland, an area must be filled or soaked with water at least part of the year. Some 
wetlands are actually dry at certain times of the year! 

Wetlands have many important functions that benefit people and wildlife. 

• Provide habitat for a wide variety and number of wildlife and plants. 
• Filter, clean and store water - in other words, acting like kidneys for other ecosystems! 
• Collect and hold flood waters. 
• Absorb wind and tidal forces. 
• Provide places of beauty and many recreational activities 
• Wetlands also act like sponges by holding flood waters and keeping rivers at normal levels. 

Wetlands filter and purify water as it flows through the wetland system. Plants found in 
wetlands help control water erosion. 

The attached report demonstrates the ability of government and private entities working 
together on an environmental issue. In this particular case, the Bailey Park HOA, has entered 
into an agreement to maintain an optimal maintenance level of the existing wetlands with the 
City’s engineering team. The City is the administrator of the maintenance agreement and the 
HOA works closely with us regarding conditions and/or special requests.     
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City of Darien 

 
 
 
TO:  Environmental Committee Members 
 
FROM: Lisa Klemm, Liaison Environmental Committee 
 
DATE:  October 23, 2017 
 
RE:  Pumpkin Collection 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
For a second year in a row, Hinsdale South High School will be hosting a pumpkin 
collection event on Saturday, November 4, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in 
the high school parking lot.  The goal for this event is to educate residents about 
composting and to make sure it is done correctly.   
 
To date, SCARCE (School & Community Assistance for Recycling and Composting 
Education) has diverted over 93 tons of pumpkins from landfills and back into 
nutrients for our soil.   
 
Attached, for your information, are the Illinois EPA guidelines for a one-day 
compostable waste collection event along with general facts about pumpkins. 
Encourage your neighbors, friends and relatives to participate in this event.  
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September 2017 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in participating in the fourth annual pumpkin collection. This 
year we are excited to re-brand the event and supporting materials. The Pumpkin Collection 
will now be the annual Pumpkin Smash! We hope this shift will bring new excitement and 
help even more people green their Halloween. The 2017 Pumpkin Smash will be held on 
Saturday, November 4th from 9am-12pm.  
 
Last year the event exploded with 31 collection sites across Illinois. To date, we’ve diverted 
over 93 tons of pumpkins from landfills and back into nutrients for our soil! We’re even 
getting calls from people as far away as New York and California for this awesome project 
we’ve grown together. 
 
We saw a lot of creativity last year and encourage locations to have fun with the Pumpkin 
Smash by including simple games, tossing contests and more. You can view pictures for 
inspiration on our website via this shortened link http://bit.ly/2idCDoV. 
 
Our goal for this event, besides reducing valuable resources from being sent to the landfill, 
is to educate residents about composting and how to do it correctly. This means teaching 
residents about removing contaminants before composting, such as candles, stickers and 
any sort of decorations on their pumpkins. Together, we are helping to pave the way for 
successful municipal curbside composting programs. 
 
Thank you TONS for helping your neighbors green their Halloween and for helping us to 
grow organics recycling in Illinois. We look forward to your participation. 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
  
 
The SCARCE Team 
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415 ILCS 5/22.55 
 
(d-5) One-day compostable waste collection event. To further aid in the collection and 
composting of compostable waste, as defined in subsection (b), a municipality may approve 
the operation of one-day compostable waste collection events at any site or facility within its 
territorial jurisdiction, and a county may approve the operation of one-day compostable 
waste collection events at any site or facility in any unincorporated area within its territorial 
jurisdiction. The approval granted under this subsection (d-5) must be in writing; must 
specify the date, location, and time of the event; and must list the types of compostable 
waste that will be collected at the event.  If the one-day compostable waste collection event 
is to be operated at a location within a county with a population of more than 400,000 but 
less than 2,000,000 inhabitants, according to the 2010 decennial census, then the operator 
of the event shall, at least 30 days before the event, provide a copy of the approval to the 
recycling coordinator designated by that county. The approval granted under this subsection 
(d-5) may include conditions imposed by the county or municipality as necessary to protect 
public health and prevent odors, vectors, and other nuisances. A one-day compostable 
waste collection event approved under this subsection (d-5) must be operated in accordance 
with the approval, including all conditions contained in the approval. The following 
requirements shall apply to the one-day compostable waste collection event, in addition to 
the conditions contained in the approval: 

(1) Waste accepted at the event must be limited to the types of compostable waste 
authorized to be accepted under the approval. 

(2) Information promoting the event and signs at the event must clearly indicate the 
types of compostable waste approved for collection. To discourage the receipt of other 
waste, information promoting the event and signs at the event must also include: 

(A) examples of compostable waste being collected; and 
(B) examples of waste that is not being collected. 

(3) Compostable waste must be accepted only from private individuals. It may not be 
accepted from other persons, including, but not limited to, owners and operators of rented 
or leased residences where it was generated, commercial haulers, and other commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, and government operations or entities. 

(4) Compostable waste must be managed in a manner that protects against releases 
of the waste, prevents nuisances, and otherwise protects human health and the 
environment. Compostable waste must be properly secured to prevent it from being 
accessed by the public at any time, including, but not limited to, during the collection 
event's non-operating hours. One-day compostable waste collection events must be 
adequately supervised during their operating hours. 

(5) Compostable waste must be secured in non-porous, rigid, leak-proof containers 
that: 

(A) are covered, except when the compostable waste is being added to or 
removed from the containers or it is otherwise necessary to access the compostable 
waste; 

(B) prevent precipitation from draining through the compostable waste; 
(C) prevent dispersion of the compostable waste by wind; 
(D) contain spills or releases that could create nuisances or otherwise harm 

human health or the environment; 
(E) limit access to the compostable waste by vectors; 
(F) control odors and other nuisances; and 
(G) provide for storage, removal, and off-site transfer of the compostable 

waste in a manner that protects its ability to be composted. 
(6) No more than a total of 40 cubic yards of compostable waste shall be located at 

the collection site at any one time. 
(7) Management of the compostable waste must be limited to the following: (A) 

acceptance, (B) temporary storage before transfer, and (C) off-site transfer. 
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(8) All compostable waste received at the event must be transferred off-site to a 
permitted compost facility by no later than 48 hours after the event ends or by the end of 
the first business day after the event ends, whichever is sooner. 

(9) If waste other than compostable waste is received at the event, then that waste 
must be disposed of within 48 hours after the event ends or by the end of the first business 
day after the event ends, whichever is sooner. 
 
(d-6) Permanent compostable waste collection points. To further aid in the collection and 
composting of compostable waste, as defined in subsection (b), a municipality may approve 
the operation of permanent compostable waste collection points at any site or facility within 
its territorial jurisdiction, and a county may approve the operation of permanent 
compostable waste collection points at any site or facility in any unincorporated area within 
its territorial jurisdiction. The approval granted pursuant to this subsection (d-6) must be in 
writing; must specify the location, operating days, and operating hours of the collection 
point; must list the types of compostable waste that will be collected at the collection point; 
and must specify a term of not more than 365 calendar days during which the  approval will 
be effective. In addition, if the permanent compostable waste collection point is to be 
operated at a location within a county with a population of more than 400,000 but less than 
2,000,000 inhabitants, according to the 2010 federal decennial census, then the operator of 
the collection point shall, at least 30 days before the collection point begins operation, 
provide a copy of the approval to the recycling coordinator designated by that county. The 
approval may include conditions imposed by the county or municipality as necessary to 
protect public health and prevent odors, vectors, and other nuisances. A permanent 
compostable waste collection point approved pursuant to this subsection (d-6) must be 
operated in accordance with the approval, including all conditions contained in the approval. 
The following requirements apply to the permanent compostable waste collection point, in 
addition to the conditions contained in the approval: 

 (1) Waste accepted at the collection point must be limited to the types of 
compostable waste authorized to be accepted under the approval. 

(2) Information promoting the collection point and signs at the collection point must 
clearly indicate the types of compostable waste approved for collection. To discourage the 
receipt of other waste, information promoting the collection point and signs at the collection 
point must also include (A) examples of compostable waste being collected and (B) 
examples of waste that is not being collected. 

(3) Compostable waste must be accepted only from private individuals. It may not be 
accepted from other persons, including, but not limited to, owners and operators of rented 
or leased residences where it was generated, commercial haulers, and other commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, and government operations or entities. 

(4) Compostable waste must be managed in a manner that protects against releases 
of the waste, prevents nuisances, and otherwise protects human health and the 
environment. Compostable waste must be properly secured to prevent it from being 
accessed by the public at any time, including, but not limited to, during the collection point's 
non-operating hours. Permanent compostable waste collection points must be adequately 
supervised during their operating hours. 

(5) Compostable waste must be secured in non-porous, rigid, leak-proof containers 
that: 

(A) are no larger than 10 cubic yards in size; 
(B) are covered, except when the compostable waste is being added to or 

removed from the container or it is otherwise necessary to access the compostable 
waste; 

(C) prevent precipitation from draining through the compostable waste; 
(D) prevent dispersion of the compostable waste by wind; 
(E) contain spills or releases that could create nuisances or otherwise harm 

human health or the environment; 
(F) limit access to the compostable waste by vectors; 
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(G) control odors and other nuisances; and 
(H) provide for storage, removal, and off-site transfer of the compostable 

waste in a manner that protects its ability to be composted. 
(6) No more than a total of 10 cubic yards of compostable waste shall be located at 
the permanent compostable waste collection site at any one time. 
(7) Management of the compostable waste must be limited to the following: (A) 

acceptance, (B) temporary storage before transfer, and (C) off-site transfer. 
(8) All compostable waste received at the permanent compostable waste collection 

point must be transferred off-site to a permitted compost facility not less frequently than 
once every 7 days. 

(9) If a permanent compostable waste collection point receives waste other than 
compostable waste, then that waste must be disposed of not less frequently than once 
every 7 days. 
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The Fruit of North America 

• Native to North America – earliest traced to Mexico 
• They ARE a Fruit 
• Made 90% of water 

Main Nutrients are 
o Lutein 
o Alpha Carotene 
o Beta Carotene – generates Vitamin A 

• Pumpkin Pie was declared the Illinois State Pie in April 2015 

Where do they grow? 

• Pumpkins can literally grow all over the world – EVEN ALASKA! The only place they 
cannot grow is Antarctica due to the extreme cold. 
To grow, Pumpkins need: 

o Warm weather 
o Rain – lots of it 
o Soil that can hold water – doesn’t drain immediately. The pumpkin needs to soak 

up the water. 
o Honey Bees – play a significant role in fertilization. If inadequately pollinated, 

pumpkins will grow, but abort before full development. 
• Biggest Producers 

o Worldwide: 
 USA - produces 1.5 billion lbs (680.000.000 kilos) a year 
 Canada 
 Mexico 
 India 
 China 

o Leading producers in the USA  
 Illinois 
 Indiana 
 Ohio 
 Pennsylvania 
 California 

o Top producing Counties in Illinois 
 Tazewell 
 Mason 
 Will 
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 Marshall 
 Logan 
 Kankakee 
 Kane 
 Pike 
 Carroll 
 Woodford 

• Over 85% of pumpkins produced worldwide are canned in Morton, IL at the Libby’s/Nestlé 
processing plant 

• 90% of the pumpkins grown in the United States are raised within a 90-mile radius of 
Peoria, Illinois.  
 

What are pumpkins used for? 
 

• 50 varieties of pumpkins – Most commonly used is the Connecticut Field 
Used for: 

o Bread 
o Soup 
o Pies 
o Custard 
o Butter 
o Cookies 
o Animal Feed 
o Seeds 

 Snacks 
 Pumpkin seed oil 

o Paper 
o Phytochemical research 
o Veterinary practices 

Native Americans used pumpkins to make mats, food and medicine 
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Minutes 
City of Darien 

Environmental Committee Meeting 
Monday, August 21, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Deb Hardtke, Hilda Gonzalez, Jane Harmon, Allan Jackimek, Lisa Klemm – Liaison, 

Arleta Peknik, Bob Pfister – Advanced Disposal, and Kris Sant. 
 
ABSENT: Robert Erck 
 
Liaison Klemm called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Darien Police Department  
Training Center. 
 
ADVANCED DISPOSAL 
Bob Pfister from Advanced Disposal discussed the general collection guidelines along with the 
various options available to the Darien residents (stickers, cart service – three different sizes).  
He further discussed that there are individuals that opt not to put garbage out and the impact it 
has on others. They throw their garbage out at public places (parks, stores, etc).  Bob then gave 
a presentation on the recyclable materials, outlining the items that are commonly mistaken as 
‘recyclable’.  
 
Additionally, Bob offered a tour of the recycling center (Resource Management) in Chicago 
Ridge for the Committee Members.  The tour would include how the recyclables are sorted and 
the negative effect of non-recyclables on the machinery.  All members were in favor of a tour.  
Klemm to reach out to Bob to schedule; if not on a Saturday, most members would be in favor 
of a Friday afternoon.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MOSQUITO MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
Noted that mid-August to September is the ‘peak’ season of the disease activity.  Briefly 
reviewed the Program Updates for June and July 2017 from Clarke.  Noted that the number of 
states to date (33) with regards to the West Nile Virus is less than 2016 (47) as reported from 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention.  Member Gonzalez asked if it was possible to identify 
which basin the positive samples had been collected from.  Klemm to check with Clarke.   
 
EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB) 
Reviewed Alderman Sylvia McIvor’s presentation regarding the EAB Treatment Program.  In 
summary, the City not just saved monetarily from the program but was able to save 73% of the 
trees in Darien from being removed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Allan Jackimek has accepted the nomination of Chairperson, replacing Jim Tikalsky.   
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Members requested information on Argonne’s meetings.  Argonne to let Klemm know when 
the next meeting for the Department of Energy Community Leaders Round Table will be held.  
Per Argonne, shooting for September but no later than October.  
 
Members discussed the property maintenance ordinance with regards to different properties. 
Violations, in some cases, had been sent and work orders have been created for the new 
properties identified.  Senior Planner, Steve Manning, to check on the new addresses.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussed possibilities of a recycling event.  Klemm to check with Advanced Disposal and other 
municipalities.  
 
NEXT MEETING – Monday, October 23, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  
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